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ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEWS WITH
MRS. LOUISE ANDERSON

September 2 and 27, 1999
London, West Virginia

Interviewers: Rita-Wicks Nelson, Ph.D., Ancella Radford Bickley, Ed.D.
Transcriptionist: Julie Lewis

AB: Today is September 2nd , 1999. I am at London, West Virginia with Rita Wicks-Nelson. We
are interviewing Mrs. Louise Anderson.

RW-N: Ancella Bickley and I are in London, West Virginia. It's September 2nd , 1999 and we are
interviewing Mrs. Louise Anderson. Ancella Bickley is the co-interviewer.

AB: Louise Anderson, um, tell us where you -- what we are doing is interviewing, uh, black
female teachers in West Virginia and we will ultimately get to that part of our discussion, but we
generally just start off talking about family and background. So you live in Cannelton, uh, where
are you originally from?
LA: I'm originally from Cannelton. I was born here, and I've been here all my life.

AB : What about your parents?
LA: My parents are from Virginia, from the Richmond, Virginia area.

AB: And how did they happen to come to West Virginia?
LA: My father was trying to find work. And he came to, uh -- here and worked in the coal mines.
And Cannelton was built up of people from that area because one of them would, from that area,
would go back and get the others; so the, they had quite a few of them, they came from the, near
Richmond, Virginia. I think they call it, I can't think of the name, but I'll think of it.
AB : So did both of your parents come from the same place?

LA: Came from the same place, same area. I think one, for instance, like one would live as far as
living from Montgomery to here, you know.

AB: Mmm-hmm. And were they already married when they came or did they marry after they got
here?

LA: My father was married first, and his wife died. And as he would go back visiting in Virginia,
1

he, uh, met my mother. You know, courted my mother. And, uh, so she got married there and
then they ca- he brought her out here.
AB: And what was your father's name?

LA: Andrew Payne.
AB: And your mother's name?

LA: Nancy Elizabeth Johnson.
AB: And do you have any idea what year it might have been when they came?

LA: Yes, in 19 hundred and 22.
RW-N: Can you give us their birthdates?

LA: Yes, uh, my father was born in, uh, August the 1st11, I think it is, in 18 hundred and 90. My
mother was born October 141\ 1896.
AB: And how many children are in your family?

LA: 5.
AB: Can you name them all now?

LA: Yes. I, of course, am the oldest. Then, uh, my brother, Andrew Payne, Jr. Then Alease
Costella Payne, who is deceased. And Doris Payne and Ruth Jeanette Payne Brown. She's in
Baltimore.
AB: So only the one, uh, sister is away from here; there are 3 of you here in Cannelton?

LA: No, one is dead. And, Cost -- Alease Costella died and Doris is here and I'm here. And, uh,
the other sister's in Baltimore.
AB: And Andrew is ...

LA: And Andrew's here. (AB: Is here.) Mmm-hmm.
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RW-N: In the same house?
LA: In the same house.
RW-N: Does that house still exist?
LA: That house is still existing and, uh, Doris is living in that same house.
RW-N: So your sister's there now. (LA: Uh-huh.) In the homeplace?
LA: In the homeplace.
RW-N: And you're nearby.
LA: I'm nearby. My brother's real close by, but I'm a little distant, but not too far off, in the same
community.

AB: And you went to elementary school, you said, there in Cannelton.(LA: In Cannelton.) What
was the name of the school?

LA: Uh, Cannelton Elementary.
AB: And what grades were there?

LA: 1 through 6.
AB: Did you have 2 teachers there?

LA: 1 teacher.
AB: 1 teacher did all 6 (LA: All 6.) grades. Do you remember your teacher's name?

LA: I remember her name. My first teacher was Ruby Jones. And, uh, she's dead now
[inaudible]. My second teacher was uh, Cecil Smith. She came from London. She was a Brown,
Cecil Brown Smith. And uh, then they took the school away and my parents were so determined,
they wanted to get the school back.

They didn't want us to lose the school. So they got

together in the community and they kept the children away from school, but my parents didn't
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keep us away. We had to walk almost 2 miles to school in Fayette county. At another little old
2-room school for that year. I never will forget it cause it was so cold some -- of those mornings
and it was cold back then. And we had an uncle that lived near the school there and he'd stop us,
stop us every morning and let us warm by this fire. Back then they had fireplaces uh, with wood
burning fire, you know, and a coal burning fire. And then uh, we would go finish, we'd be going
down to the school. So we went there that year and the next year they put the school back. And
th

uh, so that's when I finished up there. I was in the 5 grade when we went down there. Then I
finished in the 6th grade and I had another teacher, Garnet Pearis, who is my sister-in-law. Garnet
Anderson Pearis.

RW-N: Would you spell her last name for us?
LA: P-e-a-r-i-s. But she was an Anderson, she was ... And at that time, she was teaching. When I
was going to school there. They taught on the standard normals. They didn't allow [inaudible
word], you know, they had to teach, because this school was built in 19 hundred and 25, I think.

AB: Now when you said "this school", you're talking about, uh, (LA: Washington) Washington
High School was built in 1925 .

LA: [ Inaudible] There wasn't any other Kanawha county school up in this area.
RW-N : We are interviewing in Washington High (AB : Yes.) which is now a community center.
LA: Yes. Mmm-hmm. And, uh, kids came from Ansted, Gauley Bridge, way away 50 miles
th

away, possibly. And it, it didn't, they didn't go any further than the 7 grade,

7'1' or 8th grade.

Then they had to go to Institute to finish their education. And they call that, they got their
standard normal there. And that's how they taught. And all those teachers I had taught on a
standard normal.
5

RW-N: I don't know what that means.
AB: Well, they didn't have a college degree. (RW-N: Normals.) They had a, they had a normal

school education which was a curriculum to prepare teachers.
RW-N: So let's see, do I understand correctly that you're saying that you stayed in your

community until the 6th grade? And then you came to this building here?
LA: To this building.
RW-N: Which was called what at the time?

LA: Washington High School.
RW-N : It was called a high school? (LA: Yes.) It started at the 7th grade . ..

LA: 7th grade and went through 7 through 12.
RW-N: 7 through 12. (LA: Mmm-hmm) And some of the children, um, who came to this school

came as far away as, for example, Ansted, which is over the Gauley Mountain?

LA : Not when I was coming, not when I was coming.
RW-N: Not when you were coming.

LA: That was when it was first built.
RW-N : When it was first built.

LA: Back when they tried to get the school. (RW-N: Uh-huh.) They tried to get the -- They
didn't have a school here. They didn't have any school up here at all.
RW-N : We're talking about a black school, aren't we?

LA: Yeah, we're talking about a black school.
RW-N: Cause there were plenty of other schools.

LA: Yeah, there were other schools, (RW-N: So the kids... ) but they didn't have a black school.
6

RW-N: Right.
LA: So the kids had to go everywhere to get to school.

RW-N: Right.
AB: Now, when we say they didn't have a school, we, we are saying that they did not have a high

school cause you had elementary schools here.

RW-N: But they did not have a black high school.
AB : A black high school, that's true.

RW-N: And children from Ansted, for example, would have to come over the Gauley Mountain
(LA: Right.) to come here.
LA: Right.

RW-N: And then if you wanted to go on after the 12th grade, you went to Institute, Wesf Virginia, which is, of course, the home of West Virginia State these days.
LA: Or Bluefield.

RW-N: That was the . ..
AB: Part of what she, I think, is suggesting also is that before there was this high school, anybody
th

th

who wanted to go to school beyond the 6 grade, in some cases 8 grade, was sent to Institute
and they boarded. Uh, West Virginia State College used to have a high school component (LA:
Exactly) and so the students would go down there and board (LA: Mmm hmm) until they
finished, um, 12th grade. [WVSC is now West Virginia State University.]

LA: See then, most of them weren't able to do that cause they couldn't pay the boarding fee. So
most of them didn't go, but just a few went.

RW-N: So a lot stopped at the 6th grade.
7

LA: A lot stopped at the 6th grade. Or in some communities - - the one that I lived in went to the
th

6th grade. But I think in this community, it went to the 8 grade. (RW-N: Uh-huh.) Uh, they had

a 2-room school, uh, here. And Zamphra Moore was one of the older teachers who taught here.
RW-N: Could you spell that for us?
LA: Zamphara, Z-a-m-p-h-r-a, I think you may know her, M-o-o-r-e. I think you may have
known her.

AB : Mmm-mmm.
RW-N: Now in your family, uh, how many of you were able to go on?
LA: 3 ofus.
RW-N: You, you went on . ..
LA: And Doris, and Ruth, my baby sister.
RW-N: And when we talk about going on, we're talking about going into the high school?
LA: No, we all, (RW-N : You all went to high school.) all finished high school. By the time it was
time for me to go to school, they had established a high school here.

RW-N: Mmm-hmm, yeah.
LA: See what I'm saying?
RW-N: So you all finished . Yes.
LA : We all finished here, high school.
RW-N: So when, so when you talk about going on, you're talking about going on after high
school?

LA: Yes.
RW-N: And there were 3 of you who did that. Can you tell us, uh, about your education after
8

high school?
LA: Oh, yes. I went to Bluefield State, no I got a scholarship. I got a scholarship my first year
at. . . I was valedictorian of my class and so our principal always saw to it that we had
scholarships. And I got a scholarship to Knoxville College in Knoxville, Tennessee. It was a
Presbyterian school. I went there and I didn't like their food for breakfast. They had grits.
[chuckles] And I always enjoyed going to Bluefield State anyway. Uh, my teacher used to take us
-- my teacher was Anna Gardner, my business education teacher -- she used to take us each year
to Bluefield for a commercial contest. And I mean commercial, I mean typing, shorthand, and
things, so I sort of loved Bluefield State for that, why I don't know. And I always wanted to
teach that kind of subject because of that. And so we won a, we won a lot of, and I won some
honors there and some of my classmates did. And I, and I thought that was . .. you know, I, I
liked that because of that. But then after I, uh, when I transferred, I transferred to Bluefield
State. And I finished at Bluefield State.
AB : So you had one year at Knoxville?

LA: Mmm-hmm.
RW-N: Is Knoxville a black school? Or was it?

LA : No, it was a uh, it was a Presbyterian school.
RW-N : So they accepted whites, (LA: They took blacks.) blacks, and other children?

LA: Mmm-hmm.
AB : I-Imm, in Tennessee? That seems unusual. (LA: I think, wait a minute. Let me see now, I

don't. . .) That seems unusual, um ...
LA: Wait a minute, let me get that straight now. I know we had white teachers, let's see. I don't
9

know about that, I'd better check that. [See note at end of this transcription regarding this issue]
AB: I, I. ..

RW-N: You did have white teachers?

LA: I think we had white ... This was a Presbyterian school so we had, uh . . .

AB: I would imagine that you had white teachers, but I suspect that, uh, the laws would not have
permitted black and white students to be educated together.

LA: I don't think so either.
RW-N: What is the time frame we're talking about here? Now you were born in '23, you said,
right?

LA: Yeah, I graduated from college, I graduated from high school in 1941.
RW-N : Okay, and went immediately to college?
LA: And went immediately to Knoxville College.
RW-N: And then after one year you went immediately to Bluefield? (LA: Yeah.) And you
finished at Bluefield?

LA: Now I was teaching before the integration took place. I taught here too. I taught school
here. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm)
AB: So what year did you graduate from, (LA: '41) from Bluefield State?

LA: '45 .
AB: In 1945. Did you work at all while you were either in high school or at Bluefield State?

LA : No.
AB: And, uh, what did you major in at Bluefield State?

LA: Business education.

AB : Business education.
LA: And social studies.
AB: And social studies. So you had a B.S. (LA: B.S.) in education with a double teaching field.
LA: Yes, mmm-hmm.
AB: You, did you join the sorority while you were at Bluefield State?

LA: Yes.
AB : And that's AKAs.

LA: AK.As.
AB: Uh-huh. What about other parts of your social life there? Were there other things that you
did there?
LA: Oh, well, we had different kind of clubs. We had, I'm trying to think of the clubs we had
besides AKA I played basketball. I went back to Knoxville, Tennessee playing basketball. Uh,
and what other club did I belong to? I'm trying to think. I think I'll think of it. I should have
brought my Bluefield State book and I didn't.

RW-N: See, that's interesting too. Because Bluefield state was a black, a black institution at the
time that was going back to Knoxville playing basketball.
LA: Mmm-hmm.

AB: Now, it's interesting. Your father was working in the coal mines. Was your mother, uh, did
your mother work?
LA: No, my mother didn't work.

AB: She never worked. She was a homemaker. (LA: Mmm-hmm) And, uh, yet your father
was able to send you, 3 of you to college. And you didn't have to uh, help support yourself during
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the time that you were in college?

LA: No, I didn't support myself I didn't have to; however, when I got out, uh, now -- My, my
father didn't want me to get married. [chuckles] So, he, he didn't want to send the rest of them to
school. So [inaudible word] my mother said yes, she was going to send the rest, so the others
went.

RW-N: She didn't want to send, you mean, your father said if you're going to get married ...

LA: Yeah, yeah, he was that kind, you know, he didn't want me to get married. But, uh, then uh,
when I got married then I had, I didn't teach until my kids were... Well, I don't know, when I got
married - - my, my daughter was a year old. And my principal called me. He'd, he'd lost a
secretary.

He'd called me to be his secretary.

And so I came here and my mother kept my

baby. And so then, my mother, with the money I gave her, she helped to send Doris to school.
My other, my other sister wouldn't go. My, my, the one that died, she wouldn't go to school.
And my brother went to the navy, uh, when he finished school. [inaudible]
and then he went to the navy.

So, they-, he didn't want to go to school.

He went to work
And then after

that -- When I was in school, there weren't-, in high-, in college-, all the boys were in, in the
army.
AB: This was World War II.

LA: World War II. Mmm-hmm.
AB: Uh, when, what made you decide to go to college?

LA: I wanted to be a teacher when I was in the 1st grade. My 1st teachers, see my 1st teacher, uh,
inspired me so I always wanted to go to school. I wanted to be a teacher from the 1st grade. I
think - now I was elected, uh, my students got me elected Kanawha County Teacher of the Year
12

and that was the first thing I said, I wanted to be a teacher from the 1si, from the 1st time, time I
went to school.
st

AB: So that 1 teacher of yours was sort of a role model who encouraged you or. . .

LA: All of them. I had Ruby Jones and uh, Cecil Smith. All of them were. And Garnet Pearis.
All of them were. I had a whole lot of role models in school. Very good teachers. Uh, Lillian
Butler, Lillian Critchlow Butler, you may have known Lillian Critchlow Butler (AB : I know the
name Critchlow.) and Anna Gardner, both of them from Charleston. They inspired me to be
AKAs. They were both AKAs. Cause we knew nothing about, I knew nothing about sororities
when I was in high school, except through them. And I. . . They were such good teachers and
they, they were sort of role models. You know, I - - you, you looked up to them. We had some
of the best teachers, I think, that you could have. We had very, very good teachers. And this is
why I can't understand why people don't like to teach now. Uh, it bothers me when teachers go in
and don't do the work. We have teachers who would, I had one teacher who would - - - My
daddy if - - anything she said was law and gospel. If she said it - - you got it whether you did it
or not. And she would not stand for anything. She would make you on Fridays - - every Friday
she taught English and civics. And on Friday she would make you get up, and she didn't, we
didn't have a class on Friday, she'd make everybody say something. You could either say a
speech or a little poem or something ... but you had to do something. And that's where I learned
I could get up and talk anywhere and it may not be good or I may not say the right thing, but I
can get - - I'm not afraid to get up. But she made us do that. But anything -- and she would not
let you do ... if she saw you do anything wrong, she'd get on you.

RW-N: Now who is this you're talking about?
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LA: Beatrice Morgan was her name.
AB: Oh, what about your parents? Did they, were they interested in education for you?

LA: Yes. Very much. Mmm-hmm, very much.
AB: Did you all have homework time and what-not as kids?

LA: Yes, Mmm-hmm.
RW-N: What was their education?
LA: My mother, my father went just to the 6th grade. And both of them, I think. (RW-N: In
Virginia?) In Virginia, yeah. And they lived in the country, uh, (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) on a farm.
So they really had a hard time, you know, going to school.

RW-N: And your mother, the 6th grade too?
LA: Yes, mmm-hmm, both of them.
RW-N: And did she live on a farm too?
LA: She, both of them lived on a farm. And my father had 11 brothers, uh, my father had a
family, a large family. And, uh, my mother did too though. And my grandmother was 100 years
old when she died.
AB: On which side?

LA: On my mother's side. My, my mother had long livers - - - My mother was 94. I had a aunt
who was a hundred and one. She would have been a hundred and one in, uh, October and she
died in September. She, she so she was almost a hundred and one. She had both legs amputated
and she was blind, but she could remember you, even if she didn't know you, she'd heard your
voice, she knew you, you know. She never complained. I just-, she had sugar diabetes and I
think, uh, it caused her legs to be amputated and all. And I think that was one reason she, uh -- I
14

can't understand why people can't, uh, endure pain, you know, but she, she never complained.
You never knew she was ill if you didn't see her, you know. If you just heard her talking, you
wouldn't know.
AB: In your home, who was the disciplinarian? Your mother or your father?

LA: My father was very, very, very, very strict. My mother, well, both of them were. Both of

them were. But, uh, she would not go against anything he would do. But he wouldn't let you do
anything. We couldn't do anything. [chuckles] I mean, when I mean anything, uh, for instance,
you had to be in at a certain time. Uh, even when I was dating, I couldn't, I couldn't, uh, I had to
be 15 to 16 years old, I couldn't go anywhere and uh .. . Once a week was all I could go out and
all that kind of thing and you couldn't, you know, that kind of thing. But, and one thing he was,
and I think this has bothered me, I think it has sort of hurt me in an instance. I was his favorite
and -- but he didn't make any difference in, in the kids, you know what I mean. He treated us all
alike, but you could tell, you know, that I was his favorite . And sometimes a kid would do
things, just for instance, he didn't allow us to play cards in the house. And if we played cards, we
had -- my mother, my mother didn't care about us playing cards, but he wouldn't allow us to play
cards. And, uh, one night we went in there and were playing cards, the 4 of us, and uh, cause my
baby sister wasn't big enough, you know. So she said, uh, he heard us in there, he said, "Are you
all playing cards in there?" And they said, "Yes, sir, Daddy." And, uh, he asked all of them, . He
said, "Louise, are they playing cards in there?" I said, "No, sir, Daddy, they're not playing cards."
[chuckles]
AB: And he believed you?

LA: He believed me.
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RW-N: Did you all know, all your brothers and sisters, your brother and your sisters know that
you were the favorite even while you were kids?

LA: Yes, they knew that.
RW-N: What did they say about that? Did you get) LA: I think .. .) teased by it or.. . ?

LA: I think, I think, they don't think, they don't think it hurt, but I think it did.
RW-N: How did it hurt?

LA: Well, I mean, I think they knew that.
RW-N: And it hurt them, you mean, or ... ?

LA: It didn't hurt them; I think it's hurt me more than it's hurt them. [chuckles] You know.
RW-N:How?
LA: Because, Ji don't know, I can't explain it, I can't explain how it, how it does. But, they, they
know that I know that-you know, this instance, my daddy one time, after we were grown. I
used to always prepare my daddy's income tax papers. And this year, I hadn't prepared it. So
daddy said, "Lou, when you gonna fix my income tax?" I said, "I'm gonna fix it, daddy. I gotta
go get the papers." My brother was there. My brother said, "That's okay, dad, I'll go and get the
papers and I'll fix it." So brother went and got the papers, you know, to fix it and everything. So
dad said-he said, "Come on daddy, I'm ready to fix your income tax." "That's alright, brother,
I'll take itin there and let Lou fix it." [chuckles] That kind of thing, you know, he would do. But
he, he never, he always treated us, you know, there wasn't any-anybody coming in wouldn't
have noticed it, you know. But they all knew that I was the favorite .

RW-N : He depended on you then?

LA : He depended on me, yeah.
16

AB: What about with your brother in the family? Often times when there's a boy, the family kind
of favors, or the father favors the son.

LA: No, he, he didn't favor him like he did me there. But he, he treated, he treated, I say he
treated us all alike, you know. He was very good to all ofus. He would, we could not, uh, as I
said, we -- he was strict. He had a, he was a strict disciplinarian. He was strict. Uh, he didn't
allow us to do a lot of things.that most kids could do, you know. We had to be in at a certain
time and all that. And that's the way he was with. . .

RW-N: Where do you think that strictness came from? Did he, was it based on his religious
beliefs?
LA: Now, he wanted uh, my mother was the one that was religious. Now he wasn't, he didn't uh,
join church untilil was about 13 years old and it was amazing that when he joined church because,
uh, everybody was wondering -- because he didn't do much. I think when he was younger, that
was before I was born, he may have drunk a little bit, but you know. He, he maybe, would take a
drink a little. But I never did see him, you know, doing those kinds of things. He was always that
way. But somehow or another, he didn't go to church. And so my mother was always a very - has been religious, you know, and she would always try to get him to go. So one year he went to
church, and I'm -- he took me with him to church. And he joined church that night. And he
joined the church and got up and jumped all over the church and went off and left me at the
church. [chuckles] Cause he, he, he walked to church that night. He didn't drive his car. And so I
said, "Lord, have mercy." And my mother-in-law, uh, was going to church there, too. And so she
brought me back home with her. But he went all over the neighborhood telling them he'd been
born again. [chuckles]

17

RW-N: And did, did he continue to go to church then?

·LA: He continued.

He continued. He was deacon of the church then. He became clerk of the

church and he was the clerk of the church until he died.

RW-N: And your, and your mother went to the same church? (LA: Same church.) What church
was that?
LA: Baptist church.

RW-N: Nearby in Cannelton?
LA: Yeah, nearby. The only black church in the [inaudible word]

AB : Is that the same church that you attend now?
LA: Same church I attend now.
AB: So was religi6n, then a very important (LA: Very important part) part of your lives?

LA: Yes, uh-huh, very important part of community. Very important. We didn't have much
other to do, other than go the movie. And at that time the movie was segregated. Uh .. .

AB : Where was the movie?
LA: In Montgomery. Now in Charleston, the blacks could not go to the movie in Montgomery.
And when we went to the movie, on Sunday if we didn't get to Montgomery in time, we couldn't
get in there.

RW-N: What movie was that?
LA : Uh, Avalon and Katon.

RW-N: Yes.
LA: You remember the Avalon and Katon?

RW-N: Yes, I remember the Avalon and the Katon . When I .. .
18

LA: They were, they were segregated, but they would let you -- we sat in the back. (RW-N:
Mrnm-hmm) They had a half of a what you'd call-but in Charleston, you couldn't get in a movie
at all. Um, and in Montgomery, even the hospital was segregated. But in the community that I
lived, there wasn't any segregation like that. I mean, we didn't have many places but we had a
company store, but that store was not segregated. We had a doctor's office. We had a doctor
who did not, would not, who did not segregate the office.

RW-N : Cannelton, Cannelton Hollow had black and white families?
LA: Had black and white families.

RW-N: It was a coal town, wasn't it?
LA: It was a coal town. Mrnm-hmm.

RW-N: And it wasn't segregated, even -- I mean I've heard some people talk of the, the coal
camps and saying that even in the coal camps, housing was segregated in that black people had
less advantageous homes in, in some of the coal camps. You didn't particularly feel that way
about Cannelton?

LA: No, I'm going to teUyou why. We lived in each one of the areas. We had, Cannelton is
Fayette and Kanawha county. I lived in the Kanawha County part - - the part they call Bullpush.
And it's rural, it's still rural. But now, we had . . .
AB: When you say Bullpush, spell that, would you?

LA: B-u-1-1-p-u-s-h. They used to have bulls I think up there. (RW-N: Right) Cannelton was,
was a large place. (RW-N: Uh-huh) And Cannelton-, Montgomery was formed out of Cannelton.
Montgomery and Smithers was formed out of Cannelton. Cannelton belonged to uh, I don't
know who they belonged, some other people. Like this -- the land in this area belongs to the
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Huntington heirs. And uh, I think, yeah, the Huntington heirs. Now when this school was made,
and this -- Cedar Grove now, they had a fuss in, in making this school, in trying to get this school.
The peop --, the parents now got together when we didn't have a high school. They got together
and went to the state board of education, I think it was. And so they finally got us, told them
they'd give them a school. And the people from London and the people from Cedar Grove
disputed over where to put the school. And the people over in Cedar Grove won out. But the
people in Cedar Grove wouldn't give them a place to put the school. (RW-N : Mmm-hmm) And
the people up here gave them, they gave them this place to put it. And this is why the school is
here.

RW-N: Now how far is this building we're in in London, from Cannelton Hollow?
LA: 5 miles.
AB: So in Cannelton, did your family live in a company house or did you live ... ?

LA: In a company house. (AB: In a company house.) All of them lived in company houses.
AB : And when did you, were you able to buy those houses?

LA: They sold those houses, uh, mmm -- at least 50 years ago . They sold them. And the people,
what the people did was remodel them.
AB : But your family was able to buy the same house that they were living in, (LA: Yeah.) which

is a place that had been your family home all along.

LA: All along, mmm-hmm.
RW-N: And even today, most of the homes in Cannelton are those old-, what used to be
company homes.
LA : Right, right.
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AB : Now, uh, so when you were growing up, you said your parents were both fairly strict. Your
mother was the church-goer, initially, in your family. Did you all have, uh, family chores that you
had to do?
LA: Yes. Uh-huh. We had to do that.

AB: Did your brother have to do chores too?
LA: Yes, he had to do chores. Mmm-hmm. At that time, now when we were little, we had to
carry water. We didn't have water in the home. When we first, they didn't have water in the
home. Uh, we had to carry water from uh. . . They had a hydrant in the community, a water
hydrant, and they used to go and get water there. I remember going there and we'd go there and
the kid would fight getting the water, you know. But otherwise, you got along fairly good. But
as I said, the blacks and whites lived together. In each community, you had black people. Now,
even the -- I, I noticed down in there, in the -- where most of the, uh -- I guess you'd call them
the people who owned, who worked for the company, uh, lived in the houses down near where
the post office is, which you had black people living there too. Now a doctor lived down there
now his office was not segregated. The store was not segregated. He would, we had the best
doctor in the world.

RW-N: Was he a white doctor?
LA : White doctor. Dr. Peck.
RW-N: Oh, I knew Dr. Peck.
LA: Yes, everybody had Dr. Peck.
RW-N: Yes, right.
LA: He brought me into this world, all of my sisters and brothers, and both of my children.
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RW-N: And 2 of my children. [RW-N erred here; see note at the end of this transcription]
LA: He did?
AB : And you all were all born at home?

LA: All born at home. And my children were born at home, (AB: Mmm-hmm) born in my
mother's house.
AB: So, now was your husband from Cannelton too?

LA: No, he was from, my husband was Garnet Pearis's uh ... Garnet- - you know, I told you a

teacher that I had too, that was his sister. They, they lived in Nuttallburg or something. But they
moved here. They moved here in 19 hundred and 25 .
AB: And what was your husband's full name?

LA: William Ale~ander Anderson, mm-hmm.
AB: And you met him after he came to live.. .

LA: I met him when we were just small. We grew up together. (AB : Mmm-hmm) We grew up

together.
AB : And did he go to Washington High School?

LA: He went to Washington High School too .
AB: Did he go to college?

LA: No, he went to the army. You know, as I told you, it was army time. At least when I went
to school in 1940 - - - What was it? - - - 40 .. .
AB: I think you said you graduated in '41.

LA: '41 , (AB : Mmm-hmm) yeah. I think the army, I think now when he finished school, when he

went to school, I think he had to stop and go to work because his family could not afford, you
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know. His family, his daddy, his daddy was old, and he was the baby, he was the baby son. And
his daddy -- they could not afford to take care of him so he had to -- he couldn't go to school
because of that. Cause his parents were not, his parents were much older. He was, I think he
was, 7 or 8 years younger than his other brothers, the other part of the family. So he had to go,
and so he had -- from his work he was called to the army. So he didn't go, so he came back from
the army -- that's when we got married and uh -- so he, we uh .. .
AB: Now by the time you'd gotten -- now your husband went to school here at Washington High,

but he did not graduate from Washington.

LA: Right.
AB: And by the time that you married, you had already finished Bluefield State College.

LA: I had already finished Bluefield State.
AB : And what were you doing? Were you working here?

LA: No, when I finished, no, I -- What was I doing? I was substituting, doing substitute,
substitute work, because you couldn't get jobs then, you what I mean. You couldn't ge ... I
applied to the board of education, but you couldn't get jobs until somebody would -- until a black
person would quit. That's the only way you got a job.

RW-N: Now this was the board of education of Kanawha county?
LA: Kanawha county, mmm-hmm.
AB : And when you were substituting, were you substituting in Kanawha county?

LA: In Kanawha county. But I, I -- let me take that back though. First I had a job, I did go to,
the only place I had a job was at the Pentagon in Washington, D .C. I went there when the army -1 got a job as secretary there. But I just stayed there during the summer because after the summer
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I came back and went and finished at, at Bluefield State. So I worked there at the Pentagon
there.
AB: Before you graduated from college?

LA: Before I graduated from college, uh-huh.
AB: And then when you graduated from college, you came home and you substituted. Were you

going into Charleston to substitute or . . . ?
LA: Well, no, they had a school here.
AB: So you just substituted at, at Washington.

LA: Mmm-hmm, at the school here.
AB: Did you get much work?

LA: No, not too much work. Not too much work here, huh-uh. Uh, and that's when I got into a
lot of civic activities, you know. Did a lot of that kind of thing, trying to help kids and all that,
and worked through my church.

RW-N: Now during that time, were you courting with you husband? Did you have an agreement
with him that you would probably marry or not yet?

LA: Well, I had a time with that because I didn't, I didn't want to get married and he wanted to
get married, and I didn't want to get married at the time cause I wanted you know . . .

RW-N: So you were writing to him (LA: Yes, mm-hmm) and in contact (LA: Yes, uh-huh) with
him. But you weren't anxious to get married during that time?

LA: No, not, not then. I wanted, I wanted to work, you know, when I came back, but, uh, .. then
when he came back, he wanted to get married, he said he'd waited long enough, he had ...
[chuckles] And so that's the reason my parents didn't want me to get married. They thought I
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was too young. But I wasn't too young, I was twenty, see 22 years old.

RW.;N: So let's see, what year would this have been in?

LA: 19and 45, '46.
RW-N: Uh-huh, that you married?

LA: I married.
AB : Now did you marry at home or at, in the church?

LA: I married at home. I wouldn't marry in church. I married at home . Cause I didn't want, uh,
to put them-to add that expense so I just married at home. We went to Cincinnati and we came
back and then we lived at home here. He worked there at the mines, he worked there. And then
we had children. Now I got married in '46 and I had, uh, my daughter 10 months afterwards.
[chuckles] So, uh, and then he didn't want me to work. He didn't want me to work. Uh ...

RW-N: Why not? (LA: Huh?) Why not?

LA: Well, he, he thought, you know how some men are, they think you ought to be home with
the babies, you know. And so, uh, but Mr. - - my principal, Mr. Barnett, called me and asked me
to come. I, I didn't -- to get my jobs, I didn't apply for the jobs I got. Mr. Barnett called me and
asked if I would come and be -- his secretary had to leave. And so I said, "Yes." And so this is
why, he didn't mind that, you know, so I came on down and was the secretary. Well, then, uh, I
was a secretary 2 years, and then I got pregnant again with my younger child. And, uh, so I, I
stopped then, I just, uh, [inaudible] retired.

And uh, he uh, uh, after my baby was born-the

next year, Anna Gardner, who was my business education teacher, retired.

Now, wait a

minute, no, I, -- Gladys Austin, it was Gladys Austin who retired. Anyway, he called and asked
me would I be the business education teacher and I told him, "Yes." Now my father, the person
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he, I can tell you how he is now, my father now, when Barnett called me, and, and I said, "Oh,
yes, I'd love to come," and so I came down to teach and my daddy said, "Lou, let him take your
place as secretary. Let Doris take it." And I said, "Doris isn't, Doris isn't, uh... hasn't taken, uh,
can't do that kind of work. She's not equipped to do that kind of work."

"Well, you can teach

her how. Call her, call, and he made me call Mr. Barnett." [AB: chuckles] And Mr. Barnett said,
"Yeah, bring her on down." .Yhat's the way, that's the way he was. "Yeah, bring her on down
here., you can help her, bring her on down." So when she came down, she taught, she was the
secretary and of course, I had to help her and uh. . .
AB: Now Doris had gone to school herself by that time?

LA: Doris, had gone-yeah, she had gone.
AB: So you're helping her be the secretary.

LA: I'm helping her be the secretary.
RW-N : Because she wasn't trained in . .. (LA: She wasn't trained to be a secretary.) secretarial

commerce.
LA:

Uh-uh. Uh-uh. Uh-uh.

And then, um, she was, but she could, she was a basketball

person, too. And I had been taking care of the basketball team here because, uh, that was when I
was a secretary, I was taking care of the basketball team because we didn't have a basketball
coach. And, uh, so when I started to teaching, and she came down, she was, uh, she was the
secretary so he let her, Barnett let her be the coach of it. So she was the coach of the basketball
team.
AB : Now you were living with your mother at this time. (LA: When what?) When, when you

were working down here, you and your husband, and your children ...
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LA: No, huh-uh, I was in his home. He, he, he took care of his mother. He, he took care of his

mother, and his mother died. So he had somebody to help him take care of his mother.
RW-N : Now this was in Cannelton too?

LA: This is still in Cannelton, uh-huh.
AB: And so then when you married, did you immediately go to live in his home?

LA: Yes. Mmm-hmm.
AB: And is that the home that you live in now?

LA: It's the home I live in now.
AB : So you stayed on in, (LA: I stayed on.) uh-huh.

LA: I stayed on. Uh-huh. And my children want me to go, they wanted me to sell my house and

they want me to;come down to Institute and live. They say, "Momma, you know everybody." I
said, "I may know everybody, but I just feel more comfortable here." I know everybody here, and
they need me here. You all don't need anybody down there. I said, the people up here- - ifl, ifl
would leave my church would be, we wouldn't have many people in our church. I can't leave -- I
can't leave now. You know, I told them until I, when I get so that I can't do anything at all, then
I can come down there with you all. But they worry me to death wanting me to come stay with
them. Because they think I can't take care of myself which I can't too well, but . ..
RW-N : But you're not ready to admit that?
LA : I should admit, but I'm always falling. That's the reason I had to go to -- I can't walk well

now. I have a -- some kind of equilibrium problem. I can't stand up, but I don't hurt anywhere.
My mind is still good, and I don't hurt anywhere, you know. I forget some things, but heck, when
you get old you're gonna forget, aren't you?
27

AB: So you and your husband then bought the house that had been his family home from the coal

company (LA: Yes) as well? And your father bought his house from. . .?

LA: Yeah, everybody up there bought their homes.
AB: From the coal company. And then remodeled, I guess, to suit themselves.

LA: And right now, you can't find - you can't ever find a house up there empty. Somebody's
always wanting to buy one. And what bothers me so is it's still a rural area and it still needs help
from the-cause it's not, uh, incorporated, you know. And uh, we have, uh, of course we have,
uh, because we have the prison up there. So we have, uh, we've always had that kind, we always
had electric and gas and all that. But uh, we have the, they have this Upper Kanawha Valley
Economic Development Program going on and they excluded us in that.
AB: When you say us, you mean people in Cannelton?

LA: People in Cannelton. People in -- down here. They excluded us. They didn't, excluded
them as much down here as they did at Cannelton. They said Cannelton was too, what is the term
for it? Affluent, and do you hear me? Now if you would go up there and look at that place, you
would know that it's not affiuent, you know what I mean. It's, I'm not saying, the people have
remodeled their own homes. You know how they remodeled their own homes. They're not
homes like would be in the, uh, like in the, in the, uh, Glasgow area down here for instance. Their
homes are just like these homes are down here.

So, uh, but they said we were too affluent.

And so we went to the school, we went to the board meeting, Doris and I went, and we asked
what'd they mean? And I found out that there's something going on wrong there with that
committee because they're not -- and one man told me so. One of the people that's on the
committee, he said they'd be a lying, he said, uh, with this program. He said, " And I'd like to get
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with you all and tell you about it." But I haven't been able to contact him to see what's going on.

RW.;.N: When you say they exclude you, what do you mean by that? Do they have monies (LA:
They don't. . . ) that they were getting?

LA: They have monies, they have monies to fix, to fix up these communities. And they're doing it
all in Montgomery and the Montgomery areas. And they're not doing it in these other areas.

RW-N: Where do they get the money from?
LA: From the, from the federal government.
RW-N: Oh, they had a grant, is that recently?
LA : That was this~that was this proposal (RW-N: Yes.) that, uh, Vice-President Gore has
because. ..

RW-N: It's quite recent, right that ... (LA: Recent, recent.) Uh-huh.
LA: Because up at, they had a meeting at Tech, and this is when we went to them and told them
about that. And they, and how I knew was because they had a video. And they had all the
communities on this map and they had those excluded that they were gonna help. And they said
they couldn't help this, this community. So we've been trying to get them now to, to include this
area, that area. ["Tech" refers to what is now West Virginia University Institute of Technology.]

RW-N: Is your community still mixed black and white?
LA: It's still mixed black and white.
RW-N : And is it still a comfortable community with regard to that? People get along fairly well?
LA: Very well. They don't have any, they don't have any of that kind of problem.
AB: When you said earlier, when you, uh, came down and were working as a secretary to Mr.

Leonard Barnett who was the principal of Washington High School, that you were doing civic
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sorts of things then. (LA: Mmm-hmm) what were some of the kinds of things that you did then?
LA: Well, I worked with the NAACP. I worked with the, the youth in the valley through -- up at
Hilltop, we have a, a Baptist Center. Have you ever been to Hilltop? And, uh, so the year I
graduated from college, I think, Reverend-Ju-, I went to school with Julie-I can't think, I can't
think of his name. I knew it well as I know mine. He was president of [inaudible], so through
her, she and I went to school together up there, and we went to Hilltop. And so we tried to work
with the youth. And I've been on that Youth Board ever since, ever since.
AB: So your activism, uh, goes back a long way? (LA: Yes.) You've always been interested in

civic things. Were your parents, uh, involved in civic activities? Were they members of the
NAACP or anything (LA: My mother ... ) of that sort?

LA: ... was. My mother was. And my daddy didn't belong to -- but my daddy was a Mason, a
real good Mason, you know, but now, that's the only thing he ... he was a Mason and he attended
the church and he was a union mna, you know, a John L. Lewis Man. So that's the kind of
person her was, but my mother ...

END OF TAPE 1 - SIDE 1

BEGIN TAPE 1 - SIDE 2

AB : We were talking about the activism of your parents, and I think you said your father was a

Mason and . ..
LA: And he was very active, very active in the Mine Workers.

RW-N: Did your father continue to be a coal miner? (LA: Mmm-hmm) Did he retire from the
coal mines?

LA : He retired from the coal mines.
RW-N: And he worked for Cannelton Coal Company?
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LA: Uh-huh

RW-N: Tell, what did you mean when you said your mother was a missionary?
LA: She was a, she worked, she had a -- that's from the church. She went around helping people,

you know, trying to get people to belong to church, trying to -- they always helped people in the
community who could not, who weren't able to help themselves. Uh, for instance, on, at
Christmas -- and my church still does this -- they would go around to help the older people. Uh,
now my deacons and my pastor and my -- and the missionary people will go. And they go and
take them food. And they'll do, they'll do people like that all along, you know, if they're sick or
something, they take care of them, you know, try and take care of them.
RW-N: And that's basically the people who belong to the church?

LA: What do you mean, the help? (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) Oh, they help other people.
RW-N: They help other people.

LA: Yes, uh-huh.
AB : Where, wherever they seem to need.

LA: Where, wherever they see, see the need.
AB: So the church has always been pretty important (LA: Yes) in your family?

LA: In my family. My daddy, now, my daddy was clerk of the church. But he was, uh, he took
that seriously. (AB: Uh-huh) And he was also, I forgot that. He was also a, the secretary to the
United Mine Workers. Now that was fairly good at that time because, this was a whole lot of
people in this, this local union. And, uh, they chose him. He always had a good job. He, he
worked, uh, in the mines. He worked as a machine, a machinist, he ran the machines. So he
always made fairly good money as far as the mines would go.
RW-N : Was he underground?
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LA: Underground.
th

AB : It's, it's interesting, you said your father had a 6 grade education and yet he took on record

keeping kinds of activities, uh, such as the clerk of the church and the secretary of the United
Mine Workers. How did he manage to do those things?

LA: I don't know. He was excellent in arithmetic. He was very good in arithmetic. He could
count in his head like someone would pick it up, he, he was that good. I sort of got a portion of
that from him because when I was in the 4th grade we had a fields day down here and that's when
they used to bring, uh, kids from all the elem-, all the black kids from the different schools and
they would test us in different things. And I won 1st place in arithmetic. I'll never forget that, I
won 1st place in arithmetic and 2nd place in art, of all things. Uh, but uh, he was that good. He
couldn't write well, but -- the writing was all over the place, but yet and still, he could keep
books. He kept those, he kept those, uh, and now my brother has in-, inherited that now. My
brother is, is the, uh, I think because of my daddy's, my brother is that, has that position now.
He's right down there now in, uh, today he's in, uh, that's the reason I didn't have him to bring me
down here. He's down at Charleston now with the Mine Workers now working on, in some, in
some capacity, for this week only. But he, he has the, he has charge of the local union.

AB: So your brother went to work as a miner too then? (LA: Yes, uh- huh) And your husband
worked as a miner (LA: Uh-huh) throughout his entire career?

LA:

Uh-huh, but he got sick.

the army.

My husband was sort ofill at uh ... I think he got it through

He was a, I don't know what it - we never did find out what was wrong, whether it

was a nervous, or nerves, or what.
his condition there.

But anyway, uh, he, he worked, he had to retire because of

He retired, and the army, of course, when he got out of the army, they
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took care of him, you know. But whatever it was, it happened. He, he was, uh, at Camp Carson

in Colorado, that's where he was. He didn't have to go across seas. My brother was in the navy.
But neither one of them went to college.
AB: And you have 2 daughters (LA: 2 daughters) who are both living in Institute. (LA: Both in
Institute, uh-huh.) And both of your daughters are teachers.
LA: Both are teacher, uh-huh. Now, well, Patricia is assistant superintendent now. (AB: Mmmhmm) And Cheryl has her master's degree in -- and her principal's certificate now. So she just
got hers last year, but she would not, uh -- I sort of admire her now; I had a time with her when
she was going to school. When her daddy died -- now her daddy, of course, ruined them. You
know, he spoiled them and, uh, I had -- she didn't want to go to school. She didn't want to go to
college. She had; uh, one thing happen with her and this is what bothers me about teachers now,
and I think they ought to be more careful. When they were in high school, Patricia was, uh, very
intelligent. And had a very high IQ . She taught-, she went to school; she graduated when she
was 16 years old. And uh, she, uh -- my other, my younger daughter didn't want to go to school.
She, uh, liked being with kids. She wanted, you know, so she was sort of social, social person,
she liked to be with the kids. And she would not, uh, do as the teachers wanted her to do. For
instance, they had them at that time, they would put them sections and they had Patricia in this
high section and they put Cheryl in this section too. And so, in that high section too; she was 3,
she was 3 grades below her, she's 3 years younger. She's 3 years below her. She said that, uh,
they just put her in there because I was a teacher and they and she couldn't keep up with that
group . I said, "Yes, you can, Cheryl, you can keep -- " But she would not stay in that group .
And come to find out the reason she didn't stay in it because the kids, she didn't have any -
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she was the only black kid in that group, if she had've been in that group. And so she couldn't
get along with the kids. So she, of course, wanted to be with her friends here. So she wouldn't,
she wouldn't go; she wouldn't get in that group. Now Patricia stayed in that group. And when
she was in the -- she made the honor society. And the honor society had a program.
RW-N: Now this is Patricia we're talking about?

LA: This is Patricia we're talking about. They went to Charleston, they went to Charleston to
have a banquet, to have a luncheon. And she was the only one in that bunch, now this hasn't been
too long ago; I mean, it hasn't been so long ago. Uh, they would not -- I don't know where the
teacher was, but when they went in there to eat, and they came around to serve them, you know,
they would not serve her. And they said, "I'm sorry, but we cannot serve you. You will have to
leave." Now wh~t the other children should have done was to have left, too. But they didn't do
it. And the teacher should have been somewhere around. So there she was, the whole time they
were there at the lunch, she was there alone.
RW-N: Was this in a public restaurant?

LA: Yes, in Charleston. In the, oh, heck. ..
RW-N: One of the hotels?

LA: No, not in one of the hotels, one of the, uh, restaurants. Uh, anyway, when we used to go to
Charleston, we used to take them, you know, everywhere. And we were always going to the
Valley, Valley Bell Dairy and, uh, eat, or the Dairy Queen and eat. Uh, they would allow blacks
to eat there then. And so she went on over and got her lunch there, you know, while they were
eating there. So what they had done, they had taken her, the kids had saved her some food and
put it in a bag. And when she came, she came, but when she got through eating, she came on
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back over so she could go on back home with them. So she said, I just, they gave it to her, and
she said, "I threw it immediately in the trash." She's that kind of a person. She said, they should
have, and they should have, they should have stood up for her. But they didn't, I told her they
didn't know like she knew. But anyway we went to see, of course, her father was quite upset
about it. He went to see the teachers about it. But that was the kind of thing they would do.
And I can understand why this daughter didn't do that.
RW-N: Could I try to place that time? Now this was Patricia, this was in high school. . .
LA: This was in high school.
RW-N: So we're talking about, what time frame? When, when was Patricia born?
LA: '46.
RW-N: '46, so we're talking about 15 or 16 years after that, that, this occurred.
LA: She was 16 years old when she was .. . yeah, this was, uh ...
AB: Early 60's. How old were your daughters when your husband died?

LA : Patricia was, had finished college. She was 21. Cheryl was 18. (AB : Hmm-hmm)
AB: And so they were pretty much grown (LA: They were grown.) by that time.

LA: By that time. (AB : Hmm-mmm) But my husband had spoiled that baby so that, uh, she didn't

want to go to college, you know. She wouldn't get her lessons, she wouldn't get her lessons in
school -- I used to get on her all the time and -- like she should have. And, and because of that
reason, because of the, the bias there in the school, you know, the segregation in the school, you
know, she just, I think it ruined her in that respect. But anyhow, I knew she had the ability to do
better. And I never will forget. She brought home a paper and I would always look at the work,
and this paper had every kind of error on it you want. And I said, "Cheryl, you're not going to
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tum this paper in. You redo this paper." And so she said, "Alright, mom." And so about a week
later, she brought me back this paper with a great big A up on it. And she had not touched that
paper. There was commas left out, misspelled words, every kind of thing and that teacher gave
her an A on that paper.

RW-N: Now where did your children go to school?

LA: Cedar Grove, uh, Junior High.
RW-N: They went, they stayed in the community for their elementary years or they were in
Montgomery?

LA: No, they, no, they came down here.
RW-N: To this building?

LA: Yeah, this building was Grant Junior High. (RW-N : Right.) See they, see they, uh, -- Grant
Elementary. They segregated, uh, integrated the schools. I would, they put me over at East
Bank. I was teaching here, but they put me over at East Bank. They put her -- they came to
school here.

RW-N : Wait a minute. I've got to get these schools straightened out. You one time, you called
this Washington High School, (LA: Right), right? I knew it was Grant Elementary School so I
was confused by that. (LA: Mmm-hmm) So at integration, it became Grant Elementary, (LA:
Mmm-hmm) is that when that happened? (LA: Mmm-hmm) And was an integrated school? (LA:
Mmm-hmm) As an integrated school in the first years, was it still predominantly black or was it
truly integrated?

LA: It was truly integrated.
RW-N : And your daughter came -- your both daughters came here into Grant Elementary
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School and then they went on to East Bank High School?
LA: No, they went on to Cedar Grove.

RW-N: Cedar Grove, I'm sorry, Cedar Grove High School. (LA: Mmm-hmm) And graduated
from Cedar Grove High School. (LA: Mmm-hmm) And they went to school after integration?

LA: Part of the time, yeah. (RW-N: Part of the time?) Most of the time, most of the time.
(RW-N: Most of the time.) Mmm-hmm. Yes
AB: What was, uh, let's go back to their social life. What was their social life like at, uh, Cedar

Grove and here at Grant?
LA: They had a, they had a place up here, they called it a Parks's Place, right there now. Every

Friday evening they would have a -- see, the school didn't do this, Parks he was a member of the
community, ia black guy -- he would have a little place that he sold, uh, had a machine in it, you
know, and they danced and that kind of thing. My kids attended mostly religious affairs. And
those affairs that I had them in, you know, cause I would take them. And most of the kids, in
this-and that's another thing, most of the kids in the valley did that. Most of them that would go
with me, I took them to a -- I had them in a group, uh, and that way, and they had a choir. They
had a choir. They sang.
AB: That's from the church?

LA: From the, it sprang from the, through the church, yes. But we had all kids in it that wanted to
be in it, you know. And we would travel. They were very, very good. And they sang until they
graduated from high school. We had that many in it, you know, they were very good. The boys,
they had boys in it too. And we would go on, we would take -- our church would give, uh, and
my, the little group that I was in, and we would give hay rides and we'd take them on, uh, -- we'd
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give them, uh, we made, we made recreation for them, you know. We'd take them different
places for recreation. Take them on long trips. Uh, we had a ball team, had a ball team. We had a
ball team.
AB: A black ball team?

LA: A black ball team.
AB: Through your church or. . . ?

LA: Now the black ball team, that was my husband's thing. He was the . . . he liked ball so he
would train the kids to play softball. They played, the kids did. They did that.
AB: What about school activities like cheerleaders, or clubs, Girl Scouts, anything like that?

LA: We had Girl Scouts too, yes. We had Girl Scouts.
AB: Was that aiblack Girl Scouts?

LA: That was a black Girl Scouts. Now the school had, didn't do much, didn't do too much of
that or ... It was so far, the difference in that is this. The school would do things here, but the
communities were-like up at Cannelton-you, you-, there wasn't a bus running out of there for
the kids to get here. Like in -- they came from Cannelton, they came from, uh, -- nowhere else
did they come. They came from Morris Drive . ..

RW-N: Morris, Morris Drive.
LA: Morris Drive, mmm-hmm, Montgomery.
RW-N: Montgomery, right.
LA: They came from Cedar Grove; they came from Ward, a hollow there, all up -- see these
places couldn't bring them here to these kinds of things.

RW-N: So you're saying that a lot of the kids' activities were centered in the communities
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because of that (LA: Yes.) rather than in the school?

LA: In the schools, now they would have ball teams, they would have the ball teams. And I'm
trying to think if any of them were on the, on the -- I imagine some of them, I don't remember my
kids being cheerleaders. I don't know, I don't recall that. I'm gonna look that up.

RW-N: We've been talking about the activities of your children's generation. Can we go back,
take you back again into childhood, and talk about your childhood with regard to some of those
things? (LA: Mmm-hmm) What was your social life, life like?
LA: Well, uh, as I said, uh, church was mainly the thing, but uh, after we got 12 or 13 years old
we had a little club that, uh, met; this was through the church. Now the social life like, the only
social life we had the other way was like going to the movie or going to a ball game. Uh, my
father didn't like dancing, [chuckles] he didn't like us to dance. He would, I told you he was very
strict, but, so we didn't have too many dances, but we would, we would ~- my mother would see
to it, she would see to it that we would go . And, you know, under supervision. But they didn't
have anywhere to have it.

RW-N: Was there a lot of playing in the neighborhood (LA: A lot of playing in the neighborhood,
a lot of playing in the neighborhood.) with kids? And did you play with black or white kids?

LA: Uh, we played with both.
RW-N: Did you play out in the streets and in the, in your backyards and the fields?

LA: Uh, yeah, uh .. .
RW-N: What kinds of things did you participate ...

LA: Now when we, when we were young -- now, let me see, when I was little. Uh, half the time
they would fight. [chuckles] They would fight. They weren't, uh, as integrated as we are now.
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But those people who lived near us, for instance, I lived-, my mother-, we lived right in front of
white people, right by us. But we were very good close to them. Right now if I meet them now,
they would greet me just like I was their sister or something, right now. Uh, uh and, and I said,
my doctor was uh-- Dr. Peck was mighty good with that. He, he didn't show any integration at
all, any, uh, segregation at all. He would do things for us, and uh, the company store was good.
You could go in there and do anything there; you know they'd have, like you'd go in there and eat
ice cream and all that. They could do that.
RW-N: The family of, that you were very close to, did they have children? (LA: They had
children.) Did you play with those children?

LA: They had children. Uh, let's see, now my husband played with the -- he and the boy next
door to him were very close. His name was Alex too, Alex Ernaline. And they were very close;
they played together all the time. But now, when they go, when they go out, they would go out
in gangs, you know, when the boys would go out. (RW-N : Mmm-hmm) When they got, uh, when
they were young and they would go out and . . . We would go to the movie. That was the only
thing that we had was the movie. They had a movie in Smithers. I forgot about that; they had a
movie in Smithers. And that's where we would go to the movie.

AB: This was a black movie?
LA: Black movie? No, this was a white movie. But you could, you could, uh, the black, the
blacks had one side. It wasn't as segregated as the one in Montgomery. The blacks had whole
one side. And we could sit on that one side. And we would go to the movie most of the time.
And we would walk to the movie, from Cannelton to Smithers. And we'd walk back And we'd
call that courting, you know. [chuckles]
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RW-N : You were a little bit older then. j

LA: Yeah, I was 14.
RW-N: When you were a kid, did you do things like play tag or hide-and-seek or (LA: We played

hide-and-seek.) kick the can or any of those kinds of games?

LA: We played hide-and-seek. We played hide-and-seek but not much with the white kids. Now
up there where I lived, let's see, we had - now, the one that lived near me would, now we'd fight
all the time. My brother would, he would fight my brother all the time. I used to have to fight for
my brother all the time. When we'd go to the -- as I told you, we had to go to the pump to get
water. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) He wouldn't let my brother get water and I'd have to beat him up
to, you know, get the water. Uh, that kind of thing.
RW-N: Now, you're telling me, is this basically kids fighting or is (LA: Kids.) it racial fighting?

LA: Kids fighting.
RW-N: Kids fighting mostly.

LA: Mmm-hmm, kids fighting .
AB: What about,uh, Christmas at your house? What was that like?

LA: Well, Santa Claus always came, you know. Until, uh, we didn't know any better until we
got larger. But we always got everything, uh, for Christmas. They always, we always, or we
didn't, uh c. I hear some people talk now, I had some boys work for -- at my house and they were
saying that sometimes they never did have any food or something like that and never did get
anything on Christmas. I told them that, I was, I was mighty blessed because I had never known
a time that we didn't have anything to eat. I never have known a time that my parents didn't have
something, you know, to take care of us with.

And they always saw to it that we got
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everything. We always went away. My parents took us on a vacation every year. Every year, we
went·somewhere. If it was to Virginia, we went to Virginia every year. Went to Mount Hope
every Sunday. Every other Sunday we went to Cedar Grove. I had an aunt who lived in Cedar
Grove. Had an, my daddy's family had 3 brothers and they had, each of them had 11 children.
They lived in Mount Hope. We went there the other Sunday, we would go there. We had church
on the 3rd Sunday in the month. We'd go to Cedar Grove for the 1st Sunday. We'd go to Mount
Hope the 2nd Sunday, and then we'd go to church the 3rd Sunday, and then we'd go somewhere
else on the 4th Sunday. And that -we went everywhere; my parents took us. We always went on
a trip, every year we went to, to Virginia on a trip. They took us; they went back home every
year.
AB: So you nev~r felt deprived then, or felt poor or so?
LA: No, never.
RW-N: Were you aware as a child, of, of knowing that you had more than some other families?
LA: Uh, yes. I was aware, but, uh, most of them weren't aware. I don't think; they didn't realize

that, uh, -- and then my parents did not -- taught us not to be that way, you know. Well anyway,
they uh, we couldn't-, I, for instance now, let me tell you something else. When you said about
what we did at night; now when Joe Louis, remember when Joe Louis fought? Well, uh, that's
when the white kids and black kids fussed . We didn't have but 1 or 2 radios in the, in the
community now, you hear me? 1 or 2 radios. So everybody would go to the, to one of those
homes where -- that had the radio. And we had one old lady; uh, this was an old black lady who
everybody went to her house. She sold candy. Everybody went to her house. And, uh, her name
was Miss Martin. Everybody went to her house and they would buy candy and all. But when
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they had this, when they had, uh, Joe Louis fought, if you didn't get there in time, you didn't get
to hear Joe Louis fight because he would knock them out before the . . . [laughter]

And so

then they would get out in the road then. They'd all get out in the road, in the streets then, and,
and shout "Hallelujah" when Joe Louis would beat the man, you know. And then when
Schmeling beat Joe Louis and Lord, have mercy, they had it then. But then when Joe Louis came
back and beat him, they had it again, you know. That was the, that was the only kind of fusses
and things they, they would get into. They didn't fight too much.
RW-N: So you had, uh -- a good part of your social life was also tied up with visiting family?

(LA: Yes) And during that time, if you were traveling a lot, you always had a dependable car?
LA: Right, always. We always had a car.
RW-N: Always had a car. Um, did people also come to visit you from your family or were you

mostly the visitors?
LA: We were mostly the visitors. Now we had, my uncle in, we had one uncle in Mount Hope,
we had 3 uncles up there. Uncle Matthew, we called him, Uncle Alex, and Uncle, uh, -- oh gosh,
I forgot it. Uncle I, I, I, Isaiah, I think his name was.
AB : These are your father's brothers?

LA: My father's brothers and they all had a whole lot of children. But he died before we were -this other brother, but then Alex was living and Matt was living and we would go there each,
when we went to Mount Hope we would go to all -- we'd visit all 3 of them. And they would
come -- Uncle Alex would come sometimes to visit us. He could, he had a car, but the other 2
didn't. Now my, my aunt, aunt in Cedar Grove didn't have a car so they didn't come, like we
would go down to her, but we made sure we went down there.
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RW-N: Now was she your father's sister too?

LA: My mother's sister.
RW-N: So both your mother and father had some relatives in the area.

LA: Yeah, my mother had, uh, just a sister in the area. (RW-W: Uh-huh) But my father's family
was here. (RW-N: Uh-huh)
RW-N:

And you went back to Virginia to visit both your mother and father's families, is that

right? (LA: Right, mmm-hmm) And did you mention before that your father's mother also lived
here?

LA: My father's mother lived with us. (RW-N: Uh-huh) (Mmm-hmm) She lived with us.
RW-N : All the while while you were growing up?

LA: No, no, ju1st when she became too old to, you know, stay by herself She came to stay with
us, because ...
RW-N: But you were still a child when that happened?

LA: I was still a child. Yeah, she died when I was about 5 years old. So the most of them don't
know about her, you know. Most of the family don't know about her.
RW-N : Do you remember her?

LA: I remember her.
RW-N: What do you remember about her?

LA: Well, she was --what do I remember about Grandma Cynthia? She was kind of strict too. I
can understand why my daddy was strict; she was that kind of a person. Uh, Uh, I can remember
that. Other than that, I don't remember too much about her. (RW-N : Mmm-hmm)

AB: When we were talking about activities in, uh, your community, what about activities at the
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school? Were you much involved in those kinds of things, I mean, were there sports activities,
uh, what was at the school? (LA: At the high school?) At the high school, when you were going
to high school.
LA: Oh, yes, uh-huh, yes. We had ball games. We had, uh, track meets. We had, uh, all that
kind of thing. We had, uh, I'm trying to think of some other things that we had, we used to have
some kind oflittle dances, you know. We had a .. .

AB: Did you have a prom?
LA: Prom. We had a prom. We had prom, mmm-hmm, uh-huh.
AB : Were the parents involved in the life of the school at all? (LA: Yes) Your mother and father?

LA: Yes, mmm-hmm. They came to the PTA meetings. Yeah, they did do that.

RW-N: And were you on the basketball game in high school, basketball team in high school?
LA: I was on the basketball team in high school.

RW-N: And did you play other schools?
LA: Yes, mmm-hmm.

RW-N: So you would travel and they would come here?
LA: Yeah, especially when we played Garnet, that's from Charleston. We played DuBois from

Mount Hope. We played Byrd Prillerman from Amigo. Uh, no, our, Ami -- what, yeah, Byrd
Prillerman that lived -- the city was Amigo. We went, even went to Bluefield a couple . ..

RW-N: What is, what is, is it Bert Prillerman?
LA: Byrd Prillerman.

RW-N: Would you spell that?
LA: B-y-r-d P-r-i-1-1-e-r-m-a-n. Now he was a Negro, a very, uh .. .
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RW-N: I know the name. (LA: Yeah) Where was the school?
AB: Amigo, West Virginia.
RW-N: Amigo, oh, Amigo. Now you played all black schools? (LA: Mmm-hmm) Black schools
played black schools, is that right? (LA: Mmm-hmm)
AB: Did your father have any difficulty with your traveling with the team, I mean, if you ever had

to spend the night. . . ?

LA: No, because Miss Morgan was with us. Now I told you about Miss Morgan. Anything that
Miss Morgan said was alright.

RW-N: Did you actually spend the nights on those trips?
LA: Sometimes we had to. I'm trying to think where we had to -- maybe that was in college we
had to spend the night. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) I never will forget now when we went to Bluefield,
when I went to Bluefield, I went back to Knoxville College, I was captain of the team when we
went back there.
kids there.

That's when I was a sophomore.

We took a team there. We took some

Maybe I shouldn't tell you this, but I'm gonna tell you anyway. [chuckles] Uh, we

took the team there and, uh, the college had us staying in the, uh, little room with a over, uh,
outside of the dormitory because we had, uh, -- and there were 12, there was 2 or 3 rooms in
there and we all stayed there.

And so the, the, uh, teacher told us, ''Now you all are not to leave

this building. Uh, stay right in here. Don't go anywhere."

And so we had 4 kids that wanted

to leave. And I begged and begged and begged them not to go.

I said, "Now, I'm gonna be just

like Noah. If you come back here, you can't get in this room if you go out.

Now because if

you go out, something's gonna happen. So don't go out here. " And don't you know they went
out. And they got caught. And they cut the basketball team out at Bluefield because of that.
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And we begged them. There were just 4 ofus that stayed. We begged those girls not to, not to
go out. Now that's one of the things that I remember that was sort of -- that I didn't like that
happened, you know, while I was there. But I couldn't help it that they wouldn't, they wouldn't
stay. But my daddy had always -- he was so strict on us that I knew better than to go out, you
know. [chuckles]
RW-N: Would you say you had a happy childhood?

LA: Very happy. Very happy childhood. I had friends, I had a girlfriend, well, I had friends. I
had a little girl that, uh, and she died too when she was, uh -- of tuberculosis. Tuberculosis was
on the go then. And she died. Her name was Virginia Crim. She and I were very close friends,
but, uh, ...
RW-N: What was;her last name?

LA: Crim, C-r-i-m.
RW-N: So she lived in your neighborhood and . . .
LA: She lived in my neighborhood, uh-huh.

RW-N : You were very close friends .

LA: She lived, and this old lady that I tell you about that everybody liked to go to her house. It
was her grandmother.

She lived there with her.

(RW-N: Mmm-hmm)

And, so I don't

know, uh ...
RW-N: And she was a black girl?
LA: Black girl.
RW -N: Did you have any close white friends as you were growing up?

LA: Let's see. No, I don't believe so. Uh, in college I did . I can't think of any close white

47

friends I had.
RW-N: How did you meet these white friends in college? Wasn't Bluefield still a black college at

the time?

LA: Yeah, but, how did I meet them?

No, I tell you what friends I had.

was the way it was, at East Bank. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm)

And this was, this

Now that's when I was teaching. I

had that backwards; it was when I was teaching. Take that off. I - that isn't right. I did not meet
them. I didn't have any white friends when I was coming up. That's right. I didn't.
RW-N: Do you have any white friends now? (LA: Yeah, uh-huh.) And how did you meet them,

through your work or community work?
LA: From my work. From now -- I live right beside a white person. She and I are real close. Uh,
riow where I live in Cannelton, I'm, I'm, I'm -- where I am in Cannelton, I'm the only black
person over there. And my sister lives in the community in the house that my mother lived in.
And my brother live in that lane too . Now, they have more blacks over there on that lane than
we, than I do. But, uh, I gained my friends, I think, through teaching. And through the West
Virginia Education Association. That's where I gained them through teaching and through the
West Virginia Education Association. Now one of the friends I had when I started teaching at
East Bank High was a friend of, was a daughter of one of my, uh, persons that worked in the bank
over at Montgomery. His name was Kenneth, what's his last name, Kenny ... anyhow, he worked
as a teller, not a teller, in the bank. He was uh, those persons who -- I forget his title, but he
would give loans. He would give loans and everything to people. I went there for a loan one
time when we got married and he saw to it that I got it. Uh, ...
AB: Are these friends visiting kinds of friends or just people that you will see casually and have a
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conversation with?

LA: I got a girl right now, I got somebody in this lane here now, that visits me all the time. But
now, she, this is recent, I mean this has been since -- She has, my husband's brother lived down
here and he was ill.
AB : When you say, down here, you inean here at London?

LA: Here at London. And [cough, inaudible] he lived in London. Yes, he lived in London. And
she, this white girl took care of his wife, and when his wife died, he became ill and she took care
of him. So she stayed there with him. She and her family. And her family, uh, she has children.
And so she's become close. She's become close to me. Uh, she calls me her cousin because of
the relationship we've had with him. But the person in uh, --than a lot of the white friends I've
had were through the West Virginia Education Association and through the teachers I've had .
Through the people at the banks, uh, in working with this organization, working with this, this
community center, I've gained a lot of friends, a lot of white friends, especially with the banks and
especially with those people in those kind of positions. Uh, I can go to them and get almost any
kind of favor from them.
AB: But they're not people that you sit down and visit with, have a cup of coffee with, have lunch
with (LA: Yes, I have . .. ) or invite to your home or so (LA: Yes) or you go to their home?

LA: Yes, I go to her home. Uh, let me see. 1 or 2 of them come to my home here. I've fromI've had somebody from Tech, I'm trying to think who it was from Tech that I had. What's her
name? And the people that taught with me at -- now when my husband died, all, all of my, the
people in my department came to see me. They came to the funeral. But I don't stay home too
much for anybody to come, you know.
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AB: Could we go back for a moment to your teaching career? Now you started teaching or
working at, uh, Washington High School in London as the secretary. (LA: Mmm-hmm). You
gave that up and went home when your children were born. (LA" Mmm-hmm) Then you came
back, uh, when one of the teachers retired and took over the business administration courses (LA:
Right) and began teaching. Do you know, uh, what year that might have been when you began
teaching?

LA: Urn, 19 and 40, 19 and 50, I think '50 or '51.
AB : About '5 0 or '51 . And you taught then at Washington High until integration occurred, at
which time you were reassigned to Cedar Grove.

LA: No, to East Bank.
AB: To East Bank, I'm sorry, to East Bank. And do you know what year that might have been

that you .. . ?

LA: The year of integration.
AB : That would have been .. .

LA: '56, I think.

AB: About 1956.
LA: '55 or '56.

RW-N: Now these were both high schools?
LA: Both high schools. Well, East Bank though was a 3-year high school, senior high school. It
was just 10, 11, and 12. This was, this was a 6-year high school. This was a 7 though 12.

RW-N: And you taught what subjects in East Bank?
LA: I taught short hand, uh, bookkeeping, and what else did I teach, typewriting.
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AB: And how long were you at, uh, East Bank?
LA: I was there until I retired, until I retired in '85 .
AB: So you were there almost 30 years.
LA: Yes, I was there 30 years, I know I was there 30 years.

AB: So all told then, you had how many years teaching experience? If you include Washington
and .. .

LA: I had 38, I think. 35, let me see, 35, 37, 37 or 38 years. Mrnm-hmm.
RW-N: I'm confused about that. Um, where did those years come from?
AB: From the time here .. .

RW-N: You retired in '81.
LA: No, '85.

AB: '85.
RW-N: '85.
AB: She had almost 30 years at, uh, East Bank and then about 8 years here at Washington High

School, for a total of about 38 years teaching.

RW-N: And at one time, you said you were chosen as (LA: In 19 ... ) special teacher?
LA: In 1982, yes, I was chosen as -- in 1982 I was chosen as Kanawha County Teacher of the
Year.

RW-N: How does that happen?
LA: Well, somebody recommends you and then, uh, the teachers and the students and the people
in the communities will write letters in your behalf (RW-N : To support you.) To support you .

RW-N: And that involved your being recognized at the county level? Going to Charleston for
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some kind of celebration?
LA: Yeah, well, that involved, uh, you work in the community, you work at the school .. . Uh, I-,

whatcha' call-, most of mine from the school; the kids [inaudible].

And to have been a-East

Bank was known as a [inaudible] school, it was known that way, you know. Uh, but they always
had a good football team. Now my husband liked football so he liked, he liked, uh, East Bank
High and, uh, so he didn't mind me-you know, I was telling you he didn't want me to tea[ ch]he didn't mind me teaching at East Bank High. But when I got there, uh, somehow or another, I
really clicked with the kids. I had no problem whatsoever, and I mean not whatsoever, none
whatsoever with them. The first principal there I didn't like and he was uh, [inaudible] but other
than that, I'll never forget, when he went there the 1st time, Miss Virginia Lawson in London. In,
uh, I'd like for you iall to talk with her too-Virginia Lawson from Charleston, uh, Virginia Jarrett
Lawson. She and I went over there together. And uh, this principal, uh, was Robinson, he was
very nice, but he died short-, he didn't live very long. Then Hixendaugh, which I think was the
most. . .
AB: Could you spell his name?

LA: H-i-x-e-n-d-a-u-g-h. I think he was the most, uh, prejudiced of all of them because I had a

beautiful time with all the rest of them. But when I got there, uh, we went, we went, we always
ate lunch together there, and so we were there eating lunch, and the woman came to clean up the
table and she said, uh, she just-some of them had left plates all over, and Virginia and I were just
sitting there just talking. So she said, "These nig--" and she turned around and went out of there.
She, she was getting ready to say "niggers," you know. And she went out- turned around and
went out. She didn't come ... so we sat there and laughed. We sat there and laughed about it and,
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uh, we sat there a long time. We put -- until the bell rang, and we went, we got up and left, and
then she came out and got the things. But the next day, she came back and apologized to us.
And she bought us both, made both ofus a dish of fudge candy. We could get anything we
wanted to from then on from that woman for lunch, anything. And she was real nice to me. I
don't think she mean, really, I don't think she meant anything, that's just what they had been used
to saying and doing. Uh, so that was the only thing, only big problem I had with them. But now,
the kids were very nice to me in that, they gave me a whole lot of honors there. They - one, one,
uh, year they dedicated a yearbook to me. One year they put me in "You Oughta Be in Pictures."
They had my picture in there. One year they had me -- so I was in their yearbook 3 or 4 times,
and that was unusual, I thought. And right now when I meet them, they're very nice to me. And
I didn't have any trouble with them because-I don't know why.

Maybe because I knew a lot of

their parents. Because I was very strict with them. And, uh, I didn't let them do things, you
know, like they wanted to do . And I made them get the work.
AB: When you were working, how did you manage things at home? Who did the cooking and

the cleaning and (LA: Whatever cleaning is still right in there.) the washing, and ... ?
LA: I haven't done the cleaning yet.
RW-N: You haven't done the cleaning yet.

LA: Uh, my, my mother, uh, now my kids were in school when I was, when I was teaching down
here. But until-when I was secretary, my mother kept my, my babies for me. And, uh, you
know I was telling you about my daddy didn't want to send anybody else to school and that is one
reason I gave my mother money for keeping my children, so my mother took that money and
helped with uh, Doris, you know. Well, anyway, uh , I would, my husband would come, get home
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before I would get home. He would cook the meat, and I would cook the vegetables. Uh, and we
all ate together. I always told him we had to eat together. He couldn't eat before; he liked a lot
of meat. As I said, you're gonna have to eat vegetables; we can't-, because we have to show the
kids they have to eat vegetables. So I would have vegetables every day. We had a green
vegetable and a starch vegetable, and he would cook the meat. Uh, they liked chicken a lot. He
liked the leg and , uh, Patricia liked the -- he liked the thigh and Patricia liked the leg. But Cheryl
and I liked the breast so we ate that mostly. [chuckles] And, uh, he would always cook the meat,
and we would cook the vegetables. It didn't take me long to cook the vegetables. I'd cook
overnight. So that's the way we did that. And the kids of course, they rode the bus, too, so they
didn't, they got home about the same time we got home. And so they had to help with, they had
to wash the dishes and I had a hard time getting them to wash the dishes. [AB : chuckles] Lord
have mercy.
RW-N: When you said when you were first married, your husband didn't want you to go to work,

(LA: Mmm-hmm) but you accepted the job. Uh, what was his response to that? And how did he
feel about that as the years went by?
LA: Well, uh, he found out that, uh, 2 incomes is better than 1, you know. He found that out and
so he, you know, he, he didn't mind. When I came to East Bank, it was alright. But after he
found out, you know, and then we had, uh, we planned it so, you know, that he, we'd have, we
had a little budget, and we'd go by the budget and all so we got along alright, you know, with
that. But I think he was from the old school, you know, like the men don't like the women to
work; he was from that old school, you know. But he found out that I would be at home most of
the time. And because my daughter now, my younger daughter, I'm getting ready to tell you that.
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My younger daughter didn't, uh, start to teaching until she was older. And so she said, uh, that
her children were older. She said, "Mom," she said, "I can't, uh, I can't, uh, accept a job now,"
she said, "Cause I'm gonna do like you did. I'm can't leave us, I gotta be with my kids." And so,
uh, I said, "Well, you're right." And so she waited until, you know, she could get out to get her a
job so she was later teaching than Cheryl-than Patricia was. Patricia's been teaching longer than
she...
RW-N: Now how old were your children when you accepted these jobs?
LA: They were in elemen-, when I accepted this job and then I had to go to East Bank they

were 6 or 7. But she's talking about going to other things too, you know, like leaving them at
home and going to this meeting and going to that meeting, and all that, you know.
END OF TAP}: 1 - SIDE 2
BEGIN TAPE 2 - SIDE 1
AB: ... 1999. Ancella Bickley and Rita Wicks-Nelson at London, West Virginia at Washington

High School interviewing Mrs. Louise Anderson. Today is September 2?1\ 1999.
RW-N: Mrs. Anderson, we did go over your tapes since the last time, um, and look at some of

the areas where we wanted to clarify a few things for you. Uh, we have, of course, um
interviewed your sister and so some of that information overlaps, but we still would like to check
it out with you since this is your, your story and your tape. Um, your sister has given us, um,
quite a bit of the family background going back to father to grandfather, and so we will take that
information and put it into your life story too, but we want, we'd like to bring a little bit of it out
at, at any rate. We do understand that, um, your family, um, has probably with regard to racial
background, has probably some white in it and some American Indian in it. Is that correct?
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LA: That's correct.
RW;..N: That's correct. And the whiteness probably comes from the father's side of the family. Is
that correct?

LA: That's correct.

RW-N: And the American Indian perhaps comes from your mother's side of the family?
LA: Both sides.
RW-N: From both sides of the family, okay. Would you confirm with us how many total years of
teaching you have done?

LA: I started teaching in 19 hundred and 50.
RW-N: You started in 1950?
LA: And I retired in 85, I think. I hope that's right, if not, I'll correct it.
AB : So that gives you about 35 years of teaching. And did you teach, uh, throughout that period

when your children were born and whatnot? Did you teach through that time as well?

RW-N: [Inaudible] the secretary job, right?
LA: Uh, I taught um . . .. Yes, I taught after they were born. Uh, I taught 7 years here. I taught
5 years here as a teacher and . . .
AB : Here meaning at Washington High School.

LA : And 2 years as a secretary.
RW-N: And all of your work life then has, except for those 2 years as a secretary, has been as a
teacher, is that right?

LA: That's right, mmm-hmm.
AB : You did not work when you were in high school?
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LA: No, I didn't work when I was in high school. And I did get a job when I graduated from
high school, at the Pentagon.
RW-N: I think, I think now that you mentioned that; that sounds familiar to me. You went to
Washington, D .C. and worked at the Pentagon. Was that for a summer or . .. ?
LA: That was for a summer.
RW-N: Mmm-hmm, what kind of work did you do there? Secretarial?
LA: Secretary, mmm-hmm.
RW-N: Now with regard to your formal education, you have a bachelor of science degree in
business education and social studies from Bluefield and you graduated in 1945.
LA: Right.

RW-N: Do you have any other credits, any other college credits that we may have missed?

LA: I, my first year was at Knoxville College. I think I told you about that. My first year was in
19 and 45, no 19 and 41 (RW-N: At Knoxville?) at Knowxville. 1941 and 42 at Knoxville

College.
RW-N: And then you went to Bluefield.

LA: Yes, I got a scholarship there.
RW-N: At Knoxville?

LA : To Knoxville College, mmm-hrnm.
RW-N: Then when you graduated from Bluefield, um, was it necessary after that for you to go,
on in any other way to get additional credits beyond your bachelor's degree?
LA: Yes, I, uh, I did not -- I took classes one year, night classes. (RW-N : Mmm-hmm) You
know, working toward that, rather than go to-, rather than enter into graduate school.
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AB : So those were, um, graduate classes. Were those Marshall classes or the Graduate College

or what?

LA: I think they were Graduate College. They were West Virginia University Extension.
AB: And did you complete a master's degree or . . . ?

LA: I completed a master's degree.
AB : In business education or . .. ?

LA: No, not in business, in secondary education.
AB : In secondary, so you have a master of science in secondary education (LA: Mmm-hmm)

from West Virginia University?

LA: Right, mmm-hmm.
AB: Did you actually . .. ?

LA: Or[?] at West Virginia College of Graduate Studies, one of the two, I [inaudible].
AB : You didn't go to Morgantown at all?

LA: I went one summer. My children were little and I decided then that I wouldn't go back
because they stayed with my mother at night ,and -- I mean in the daytime and my husband kept
them at night. I told them, informed them that they were to call me Wednesday afternoon and
only on the weekend. And I would be home, you know, in between. They called me every night.
[chuckles] So I decided it wasn't my time to get a - to stay and get a degree then. I would just
wait until they got older. And so I waited until they got older and I finished my degree.
[chuckles]

RW-N: So your children figured heavily into some of those decisions?

LA : Yes, mmm-hmm . I didn't have but 2 girls though.
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RW-N: Yes. And we have for Patricia that she was born in 1946?
LA:46.

RW-N: And then your daughter Cheryl was born about. . .
LA: In 49.
RW-N: In 49, mmm-hmm.
AB: Do we have the, the date that your husband passed?

LA: No you don't, I don't think.

RW-N: You did tell us that Patricia was 21 , would that be correct?
LA: Yeah, that would be correct, uh-huh.

RW-N: So we ought to be able to figure up that date.
LA: I can tell you;the year he passed. It was in February, uh -- not February, it was in uh, wait a

minute. He passed in 1971. Let me get that correct date.
AB: Okay, we can get that later. Um, was his a long illness? Were you able, did you work

through his illness or did you take off and ... ?
LA: Yes, I worked through his illness. He, uh, what it was he had some kind of nervous disorder.

They couldn't find out what was wrong- from the army. Uh, and uh, so they tried to, to find out
what was wrong through the army. They- he had worked in the mines. Some of them claimed it
was black lung, but it was a nervous disorder, I think. And, uh, we weren't expecting him to go
at that time, but he passed. That was in '71 cause he wasn't, he wasn't 50. He was 50 years old,
he wasn't 51 yet.
AB: Now both your husband and your father worked in the mines. Were you ever nervous about

their being in the mines, uh, afraid of mine collapses or any kind of accident?
59

LA: Really, no. They both ran machines. I wasn't afraid. I don't know why I wasn't afraid. I
really don't. But my father never did get hurt in the mines, very seldom.
RW-N: He did go underground, you told us?

LA: He went underground. Both of them went underground.
RW-N: Both of them did.

LA: Mmm-hmm, mmm-hmrn. But I, I ne-, neverwas -- why I don't know.
RW-N: Can you tell us a little about how your life changed when your husband passed? You said

that you were not expecting it at that time.

LA: I wasn't expecting it. It changed in this way: Uh, I became more involved. I wasn't involved
in, in all of the things I'm involved in now. I was involved religiously. I worked in the, uh- when

I graduated from college in 19 and 45, I went to the West Virginia Baptist State Convention
Annual Session and I went with a student that graduated along with me, Juliet Gregory, whose
father was president of the West Virginia Baptist State, uh, Convention, and there I took on work
with young people. And so I worked with young people, you know, in, in the churches. I worked
through the church. And then when I had my own children, I worked with them too forming a
choir and a, a training group.

We trained religiously and well, socially, I guess you'd call it,

with manners and that kind of thing.

And we also took classes. Now we took, when we went

to workshops and uh we took them on-, I took them on trips and that kind of thing. I had a, oh,
maybe about 30 or 40 young people; they formed a choir. My daughter, as young as she was,
could play the piano, so she played for them. And uh, so we had a good time that way. And I've,
I've always wanted to teach anyhow and so that' s how I began teaching.

And then when

my principal called me to-I didn't have, I didn't have to, uh, send in an application.
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He called

and asked me to come and take the job.

(AB: Mmm-hmm) And so that's how I began

teaching.

AB: In terms of your home, in managing things around the house, repairs and whatnot, had you
done that kind of thing or did your husband always manage things like that? I mean if you had a
leaking faucet, did you have to go look for a plumber or did he do that?

LA: Well, he would get the people, you know. He would get the person to come.
AB: And when he passed now, you had to do all those kinds of things?

LA: I had to do all of it myself, mmm-hmm.
AB: So your life did change in terms of your (LA: Yes) responsibilities to ... ?

LA: I had to take care of all of that.
AB: Uh-huh.

RW-N: But you also began to do more things in the community?
LA: Yes.

RW-N: Was that, uh, was that mostly because you were lonely and looking for other activities or
was it also that you kind of had those interests all along and hadn't been able to get at them very
much?

LA: I had it all along. I didn't do it because of my children. I thought I needed to be with them
until they, you know, (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) and so when, after they, when their father died, they
were grown. Uh, so I was able then to, you know, to go to other things.

RW-N: What kind of other activities have you been involved in? We know that you've been
involved with the Baptist church, the Baptist Center at Hilltop? (LA: Yes.) The NAACP?

LA: Right, the WVEA.
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RW-N: The WVEA.
LA: West Virginia Education Association and at that time now, I went to the -- Roscoe Keeney,

who is, who taught with me at East Bank, was a very good friend of mine. He was president of
classroom teachers and he asked me to join the Teacher's Association.

AB: Was he black or white?
LA: He's white and he came fr.om Glasgow, very nice friend.

Uh, so after my husband died,

then I didn't have to stay home and my children had finished college. Cheryl didn't want to go to
college and I made her go. [chuckles] So, uh, she had a time, she didn't do too well that 1st
year, but I said, "Well, I'm not gonna take care of you. Uh, your daddy has left you money. I'll
just put that up and whenever you get ready to go to college, you'll have it. So, she got her a job
and she found out:it wasn't any good. Then she, she started working in one of these, uh,
restaurants, I think it was. And she sang too; she sang. She did sing; she went with a band. She e
traveled with a band. But, uh, then she got to, she got a job as a teacher's aide and she fell in love
with teaching there. She found out that she was doing more than the teacher was doing really.
And she was getting less pay. So then she decided to go back to school. By that time she had
married. But I gave her her account, her, her money the father, her father had left, you know, so
she could complete her schooling. And she completed her schooling and she got a job and she's
one of the most, I think, uh, -- I went -- don't know how I would term it, but she's an excellent
teacher. You could, uh, the things she does with her classroom, like take them on visits, and
doing that kind of thing. She teaches them all the way around. She'd seen us doing that so she
knew how to do this. So she even called, uh, the mayor in the town of Dunbar and told him she
wanted to take her children to, on a tour of the city and would he give her the buses, and he let
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her have the buses. So I'd always told her, "Don't be afraid to ask for anything because a person
can't tell you but 2 things, yes or no." [chuckles]
AB : Now in the days that you began teaching, I remember, you were with the Black Teachers'

Organization at the outset. (LA: Mmm-hmm) Could you talk a little bit about that organization as
you remember it?

LA: Yes. When we got into the-Roscoe Keeney was the cause of me getting into that, uh,
association. And that was after my husband died, and so I told him, uh, yes, I would join. So
when I joined, they elected me as secretary. And, uh, we fought for many causes and I found it
very interesting and so he wanted me then to join NBA, Roscoe did, and he'd take me. . . And he
wanted me to be on the executive committee, the WVEA executive committee. So I was on the,
exec-, I got into everything because he was there pushing me in it, in it. And so I told him, I said,
''What ifl travel with you to these places, I'll have to take my sister." I said, "She's .. . " Doris
was sort of a shy person, I would say, in a way, and she didn't get out much and I said, uh, "Let
me take her with me so she can watch me," because my family was so, my daughters and my
mother were, they were so afraid I was going to get hurt or something and they had to have
somebody with me so I said, "Doris could go with me." And so from then she, Doris, that's when
Doris learned how to work with the association.
AB : That was when the West Virginia Teachers Associa, WVEA, Education Association.

LA : Education Association.
AB : And there was a black caucus.

LA: Yeah, now we formed the black caucus out of the WVEA. So when Roscoe took me to the
-- he got me this trip to the NBA and, uh, when we went to NEA, they had a caucus in there and
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so we said we were going to get one through the-, West Virginia because we found out it was
needed, you know.

RW-N: And when you went to NEA, where did you go?
LA: I went all over the place. North-we went to New Jersey, Los Angeles . ..

RW-N: And came back with the idea that you could have an NEA in West Virginia?
AB:No.

RW-N: No .
AB: The WVEA, uh, was a part of the NEA, but I think came back with the notion of a black

caucus (RW-N : Black caucus) within, within the WVEA.
LA: Within WVEA, yes, within, yes. And within, we had a State WVEA Black Caucus which
was . . . we, uh,; managed all over the state even trying to get black caucuses all over the state.
Now we got one in Kanawha County, we had a black caucus, and we had one in Fayette County.
Now in the Fayette County caucus was very good. Lucille Meadows was, was one of the ones
that helped. She was with the, uh, state black caucus. And she formed her own county caucus
and they had a very good one. And they are still ...

AB: So did you think that black teachers weren't being treated fairly within the WVEA?

LA: Right, they weren't.
AB: What did you mean by that? I mean what were some of the things that were happening?

LA: We didn't get hired. We didn't get hired. They still aren't getting hired, but they didn't get
hired when they, when they should have and that's one of things we tried to do. And they, they
weren't, they were not represented in the WVEA organization. So that was our 1st step. So they
put me on that so I got in on the executive committee and that's how we, that's how we got our
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book made. We asked them to, to help us to obtain the history of the black schools. And, uh, so
they gave us money to work with. Lucille Meadows, I think, introduced your name [LA refers to
AB] as a writer and she said that you could do a good job with that. So in the meantime, we in all
these counties were trying to get this information. A lot of the materials had been destroyed.

RW-N: What is the name of that book?
AB: The West Virginia State Teachers Association, 1891-195, !think.

RW-N: Do you know the date of publication?
LA: I. . .

AB : It's in the 70's.
RW-N: In the 1970's.
LA: I thought lhad one here. I meant to bring one . .. [overlapping voices]

AB: That's okay.
RW-N: I think that's fine. I just wanted to identify it on the tape.
LA: Yeah, she has, she has a copy of it.
RW-N: Of Ancella Bickley. [refers to the fact that AB authored the book]
AB : You, beyond your work with the WVEA, your work with the Teachers Association, your
family, those were the things that occupied you in those early years. In your retirement years, you
have become involved with Washington High School Center. Would you talk a little bit about
that?

LA: Yes. Washington High was ... This community, this community up here bothers me.
From say, down to Belle, I would say or down through Cedar Grove because we don't have many
But the black children were always left out

black children in, in the -- below Cedar Grove.
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and, uh, we could help them religiously, but in other things, they didn't get a fair chance.
in the schools they didn't get a fair chance.

Even

Now I could help them at East Bank cause I

was there and we didn't have any problem because I saw to it that they -- that's the reason I
brought you some of these books so I could show you -- I saw to that they got into all these
things.

RW-N: You mean into the activities of that school?
LA: Into the activities of the high school. But they would purposefully, you know, not put them
in those things. But I didn't have any problem at all with the kids in the school, the, the white
kids, because for some reason, they took me right in and put me into everything. Because now
there, that's where I, uh, formed the teachers' group there and we -- for Kanawha County. And
with Roscoe's help because Roscoe was the president of the classroom teachers, and so I formed
a high school group in a . . . and I had our pres -- we had presidents from our, uh, East Bank
chapter, but now the white kids were there, too, uh. They didn't have a, these kids up here, the
white kids didn't have a chance either as much as the city kids did.

RW-N : And so black kids particularly you felt through this area (LA: Yes, mmm-hmm) did not
get, get a lot of attention. (LA: Hmm-mmm) And that's, that was the kids coming out of
Washington High School.
LA: Washington High. And also, uh, we had Simmons High up here. [In near-by Montomery]

RW-N: Yes. So how did you get involved then in, in creating the community center that now
exists at Washington High School?
LA: Alright, when the school was disbanded, I was going down, [chuckles] riding down the river

and I said, uh, "There's that school. They're just tearing it up ." They were just breaking out the

66

windows and just tearing it up. I said, "Now we could take that school and have it, since they're
doing all that, they must have something to do. They don't have anything to do. We can take
that school and formulate it and, uh, organize it and through our association, through our, uh,
alumni association, and, uh, try to preserve that school and give them something to do." And so I
prayed about it, prayed hard about it, and so God showed me some things and people said, "How
did he show it?" I don't know, but he would-, it would come to my mind, things to do. My
mother didn't want us to do it. And uh -- but I said, "Momma, you've always taught me that
when God tells you some things, you should follow them," I said, "When he, he told me to go
ahead with this." But this was the hardest thing I've ever had to do. This project here is the
hardest thing I've ever had to do.
RW-N: Why did your mother not want you to do it?
LA: Evidently she saw the problems we were going to have.
RW-N: I see, mmm-hmm. But you went ahead with it?
LA: I went ahead with it anyway. Now most of them, most of them quit. I'm the. I'm the only

one here that's in it. Most of the people who started with me have stopped and left me here with
it. You see what I'm saying? And so what happened, I prayed about it and God would show me
people, you know, to ask to come and help. And so I asked, uh, one girl that I knew was hard to
get along with, but God had showed me this girl so I asked her. I said, "Will you come and help
us?" I said, "You would be a good treasurer." And so she came on; and another girl and one, and
well -- one of them died. One girl had died--I asked, died. We lost one of them. But anyhow they
came on so those old women --- I'm calling them old women cause they're old as I am. They
carried, they have been carrying this thing ever since these other people quit. They carried it on.
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Now what happened was we had a, we had a drug-free program here, too, and all of the and we
had Ted Dues who was a student of ours here.

RW-N: Would you spell his last name?
LA: D-u-e-s. His name is Theodore Dues, Attorney Dues. He was our, he was our lawyer mend.
He tried to get us to work together, you know, to incorporate all of the different -- now I was
over the senior group and Doris was over the drugs and somebody else was over the . . . We have
all separated, you know, but some of them didn't want to share their funds. You know, in order
to get anywhere, we had to be together. So Ted tried to get them to do it, but we couldn't do it.
So some of them dropped out anyway so but, I did not let it stop. I kept on going and I got
these, I kept on with the senior citizens and you wouldn't believe it. Now half, most of them are
on - are widowsJ but they would give their little money and help and, uh, they would keep it going
like that, you know, they would. I have borrowed money to -- from the banks, stood for it in
order to keep it going, trying to get monies through for it, you know, to keep it going.
AB: What do you see as the future, uh, of .. (LA: In the future?) of this building and your

program?

LA: Alright, well, uh, working with the committee on, uh, trying to get the school put on the, you
know what I mean.
AB : The National Register.

LA: The National Register. We will be eligible for more grants. And I, I see on the future ... I
have some young people working with me now. I got a lot of young people working with me on
it. Young men, what we want to do is have a mentoring program here, for these young people
who are not getting a goo[d] education now. This is one thing I find about these schools: these,
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some of these kids aren't learning. And we're having problems and we're having problems right
now with the Board of Education, as I told you I call it the "Jerry Springer Show." They're not
teaching the kids. They're not teaching them.

RW-N: You call the school the "Jerry Springer Show?" [refers to a TV program]
LA: I call the Kanawha County Board of Education ...
RW-N: The Kanawha County Board of Education. [chuckling in background]
LA: I got up and told them at the meeting that they're acting like it's the "Jerry Springer Show."
AB: So you have -- although the original people who helped to begin this effort at Washington

High School with you are not there anymore ...
LA: They're not, they're not here. They're not . . .

AB: But you have another group of younger people who are working with you ...

LA: I have the senior citizens now that's working with me. (AB: Mmm-hmm) But then I have
this younger group that's coming on.
AB: Mmm-hmm, mmm-hmm. And you see this as a sort of a bridge between what's happening in

the public schools and what you think (LA: Yes) that the young people need?

LA: Yes, mmm-hmm.
AB: Uh, the young people that you are trying to help, are they black and white?

LA: They're black and white, black and white. Now there are, they're the poor white people
though, you know what I mean. (AB: Mmm-hmm) They're, they're, for instance, I have a, it's a
young man that's worked with my, his parents worked with my father. He didn't finish school
either. He's just out there on the streets. Their mothers are getting ready to put them out, you
know what I mean, because they don't, they're not working. But they don't have any incentive,
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you know. They-, as I said the teachers-, one thing: the schools are too crowded. Now I'm, I'm
worried about Riverside.

AB: Riverside is the new school just opened this year.
LA: Just opened this year.

AB: And it consolidated East Bank and, uh, DuPont.
LA: DuPont, mmm-hmm.

RW-N: And it's essentially a high school?
AB: Yes, it is a high school.

LA: It's a high school. It's from 10, it's from 9 through 12. And these other schools, these
feeder schools now ... uh, one at Cedar Grove and one at East Bank and one at the DuPont too,
isn't it?

AB: I think so.
LA: Well anyway, they're feeding into it. (AB: Mmm-hmm) But . ..
RW-N: And why are you worried about Riverside High School? Is it so large?
LA: It's too large.

RW-N: Mmm-hmm, so you think the individual (LA: The kids are being left out.) child gets lost?
LA: They get, they get lost. They get lost.
AB: Ifwe could go back, you, in your teaching career spanned the integration of the schools.
(LA: Yes) What do you, what changes did that bring about in the system as far as you know?
Beyond just mixing people together. What do you think about the integration of the school?

LA: Well, it helped in some ways. I think it helped in some ways because the kids have more
opportunities. Now when I'm saying kids, some of them have opportunities, but a lot of them are
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going to be left behind. Now in the, in the smaller school - - - Now what I liked about the
segregated school, the teachers were more sincere. There's a, I heard Doris tell you what Miss
Zamphra Moore said: no child got out of a room if they couldn't read. Now I went to, I went
through a 6 year school, from 1 to 6. Everybody in that room could read and we didn't have but
about 20 kids in there. But every, every one of them could read. And one reason they could read
is was all of us was in that one room and we listened to each class all the time. We had to learn.
But now this is what I don't like about the school that's crowded. Those kids are just thrown-,
now especially with this new program. I'm, I'm, this is what I'm worried about at Riverside, with
this new program, this new block program they're having. All those kids are thrown in those
classes together. Some of them are going to be left out.
AB: So it wasn't ;so much the integration of the schools that you found harmful, but that schools

were put into larger situations and you didn't, don't think that facilitated learning (LA: It didn't.)
as much as a smaller school.
LA: It didn't. Now I could, now I, when I had my kids, now, uh -- I taught here at East, at

London. I would have maybe 25 in a class. This is -- when I went to East Bank, I'd have 45 and
50 in a class. Now I could, uh, I worked with them and they all respected me because I stayed on
them, but it was harder because you had to work with them all the time. You know, you had to
work with them, you had to make them -- I didn't have a lunch hour. I took my lunch hour in, in
my classroom. And I ate in my classroom. And I would make them come in if they didn't get the
work. And I would have to, sometimes, force them to come or else they wouldn't get a grade, I
told them. You know, I had the grade set up so if they didn't do the work, they just couldn't get
it. But now, and I didn't have any problem whatsoever with my children passing because they
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knew they had to get it. And I had the parents, I think, you know, I had them backing me. I had
their support.

AB: When you went to work at, uh, East Bank as a black teacher, were there other black teachers
at the school at that time?

LA:No.
st

AB : You were the 1 one?
st

LA: 1 one.

AB: How were you received by your students?

LA: They received me well. Uh, why, I don't know. Maybe because of the way of the stand that
I took in the beginning with them, you know. I didn't have any problem whatsoever.
AB : What about with the parents?

LA: Only 1 or 2 parents and then, uh, the principal was behind me, so I didn't have any problem
there, because he stood up for me, you know. And especially one of the principals. I know, one
of the principals, Harry Graves. Do you, do you know Harry Graves? Uh, was one of the later
principals at East Bank. But I didn't have any -- because he put complete trust in me, you know,
he would, he -- if a student went to him, he wouldn't, he wouldn't listen to him. He'd say, "Well
if Miss Anderson told you that, it was right." I had, he had, he had that much confidence in me.

Uh, but now I or 2 of the parents didn't like that. But for the better part, most of them. . .
Because now when I was a -- you should see a, have seen some of the letters I got. One year
they, they put me up as a Kanawha County Teacher of the Year. And the letters that I had
received through the parents- the parents wrote letters, you know too-were very good . So I, I
didn't have any problem with the parents whatsoever. One thing, I had a student teacher with me.
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He helped me too, Don Thompson.
st

AB: Was that your I year?

LA: That was my 1st year. And he was, uh, and he's dead now too. And he was an excellent
teacher. But uh - - -and I had 2 or 3 student teachers, you know, with me.
AB: So as you look back on your teaching career, do you find it a satisfying (LA: Very)

experience?
LA: Very, very much.

AB: You like teaching.
LA: I love teaching. And right now, I don't care where I go, don't care where I go, I meet kids

and I can't remember them for the sake of me and I feel so embarrassed because I can't remember
all those kids. And they'll come to me and hug me and I won't know a bit more who they are than

the man in the moon, you know. I used to try to, uh, pretend I knew them [chuckles] but now
I'm getting so I can't. I just have to, I say, "Come on now, tell me your name." When they tell
me their name, it immediately it triggers, you know, I can, I can remember them. But-- and they
all, and I used to get on some of them so much, I don't care how much, and I went into the school
with this, with this determination. Uh, I wasn't going to let any of them get by with little things
and their parents would just have to take me, accept me or not. And when they, when I caught
them doing anything wrong, I would get them.

Now some of them would purposely do things

to be sent to the detention hall so they wouldn't come to class, you know, put them in detention
hall so then they can't .. ... So I had a rule, if they went to detention hall, they had to make it up .
And so sometimes when I knew those kids would be trying to get rid of it, especially if we were
having a test or something, I would go down in that room and make - and bring them out of
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detention hall. I'd say, "I have to take them this period and you can get them back.
I'm gonna take them back, I'm going to take them to my class this period.

fl

fl

I say, "But

So I didn't have any

problem with them that way. And the parents all, I think, you know, supported that. They liked
that.
AB: If you were coming along now and could make a, a decision about a career, would you

choose to do something else other than teach?

LA: No, I would still take teaching.

RW-N: You would still teach?
LA: Mmm-hmm, I'd still teach.
AB: If you were to describe yourself as a teacher, uh, what words would you use to describe

yourself? Would you say you were easy-going, you were strict, or what?

LA: I was strict, but I loved them, and they knew that. So I didn't, I didn't have that problem. I
loved them and one reason I did because my teachers that I had, uh, and that's one reason I
wanted to be a teacher. And I always wanted to, to have children so I wanted to get married. So
I thought that was the best job you could get-uh, being married because you'd be there with the
children in the evening. And that's why I didn't get into work, I didn't get into too much activity
until my children got larger, other than church work and I took them with me all the time then.
But, uh-because my husband didn't want me to teach. And, uh, but he loved East Bank and
went on when I got the job at East Bank he-that thrilled him because he, he always loved that,
but, uh, that was one reason I, uh, wanted to be a teacher. But I always, I wanted to go to
college. My daddy was-, ifl didn't go, my daddy would have had a fit, so I had to go. I was the
oldest one so I had, I caught -- I had to do all those things that, you know, that my father-, and
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my father was very - that was one thing he did, he sort of made me be responsible, you know
st

what I mean. When you're the 1 one you have to be the.. . what do you call it?

AB: You have to set the standard, I guess you would say.
LA: Yeah, yes, and so I had to do those things, you know. And I couldn't let him down because

of the dependence he had in me, you know.

RW-N: You were very close to him, right?
LA: Very close to him.

RW-N: You said that you were the favorite.
LA: I was the favorite.

RW-N: You were his favorite.
LA:

I was his favorite and, uh, was in my, I was, they don't understand it, but I was my

mother's favorite too. But that was because I was the ... older I think. I think. The oldest, I
think that's why I think. But my mother, cause my mother and I never were apart, never. Now
I'm the only one who stayed at home. The rest of them went away. Now all of them, all of them
went away.

RW-N: At one time or other, they all left Cannelton?
LA : All, they all left Cannelton.
RW-N: But you never, you never left Cannelton.
LA : I've never left Cannelton, I've never left Cannelton.
RW-N: Except when you went to college?
LA: Except when I went to college. Now when, when I finished, uh -- my brother went to
Cleveland and stayed a while, but he still came back. Doris went to Logan; she came back. My
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other sister went to, the one Doris talks about, the ...
AB: Costella?

LA: Costella, she went to Flint, Michigan.

I think that's why she got a lot her ways from up

there, working in that factory. She worked in a factory there.

And, uh, my youngest sister went

to Baltimore. So I've been the only one, and so I was with mama more than, more than any of
them. Because I went with her during-I took her-instead instead of teaching when I finished
college, I went with her, took her around to her religious activities. She worked at, as I told you,
we have this place at Hilltop, not too far from here. So I would take her to all those things. She
was president of her missionary society and, uh, she was president of our missionary society in,
uh, church. And then she worked with the home econ-, with the home-what do they call it? I
know it wasn't home economics? Home . . . Oh, it was Miss Lowr-, what was her name?

AB: Homemakers?
LA: Homemakers Club.
AB: The Homemakers Club.
LA: Homemakers Club, she worked with that. So since I had just gotten married, I went with her
to those things, too . So she and I, I took her around, you know, uh, then. So then when my
daddy became ill, my dad, my father became ill, oh, right after I got married. Well, everybody
else was away from home and I was the only one home so I was there to help momma then. UH,
and my husband would have to help my father. My father had a very hard time. He had silicosis,
I think, and he couldn't breathe at night. And, uh, my husband would have to leave our house at
1 or 2 o'clock in the morning to go over and help my mother with him. You know, because
momma couldn't handle him. But when he would get those coughing spells, oh, he would cough
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and cough and cough. And she couldn't do anything with him so he'd have to leave and go over
there with her. So I said, sometimes God has things worked out in . . . they said, what is it? God
never leaves you alone. And He always take care of his own. And, so I guess he had this to
happen so that I would be there with them during that time, you know.
AB: Of the 2 of your parents, was 1 of them more interested in your going to college than the

other? I mean did you get your. . . ?

LA: No, my father, ifl hadn't gone my father was, uh, both of them were interested in going, in
gomg.
AB: But your father was the pusher in a sense?
LA: Oh, he was a pusher, uh-huh, a pusher. Now when we'd go-and, and I made good grades
in, in school, uh, and when I, and I think that's what started it. He, uh, he would take us to
Virginia every year. He'd, he'd take us somewhere every year and he'd line us up and then he
would tell a little tale of each of us, what she did and what this one did and everything you did he
bragged on it, you know. So that's the reason, you know, I-you couldn't let him down cause
you felt, I know, you sort of felt within you, you know, you just couldn't do it. I couldn't let him
down.

RW-N: But you essentially liked the kinds of things that he wanted for you in terms of education?
LA: Yes, uh-huh, uh-huh.
RW-N: So you were not in conflict about that?
LA : Oh no, no . I wanted to go to school. I wanted to go to school. Well for one thing, that we
lived up there, and there wasn't-I hadn't seen too much other than when he would, they would
take us to Virginia and places like that. And, but through school we learned . That's one thing in
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the black school, you learned a lot because they would have different things to show you what
was going on in the other part of the world. You would have people corning back, they would
bring people here back to this school-that had been here. They would bring the people back and
show what they, what each could do. And we had one teacher, Beatrice Morgan, who on a
Friday took that -- her class period -- · she taµght English. She would take that class period and
make us get up and talk. Even if you said a little poem, you had to -- but you had to do, you -we didn't have class on that day. And she graded us on that. And we'd tell about our trips, or
we'd have to tell something. So we had to learn that way.

RW-N: Did you ever feel that you wanted to leave this area?

LA:No.
RW-N: So you, you were interested in the bigger world, but you were content to stay here.
LA: I was content to stay here because there was so much needed here. I could see what was
needed. I'd had opportunity that some of them hadn't had. By going to school -- now I 1st went
to Knoxville, Tennessee.

I saw that and I went on trips all the time.

They saw that we went

on trips and everything.

The school would give trips from time to time. We'd go on those.

Uh, and in school, now they had certain programs at the school, for instance, I'm trying to think.
They would bring, uh, some program would bring in people from all places. I'm trying to think
of what program was.

Mr. Barnett would see to that. And we would have those people

coming in with program and he'd bring these people in and how well educated these children
were. And he would want us to do the same kind of thing and he would take us places and he
was interested. He was in the American Legion and he was president of the teachers, I think he
was president of the Teachers Association or the, or the, uh or the, uh, Principals Association, I
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